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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE UNITED STATES DURING THE XVIII

AND XIX CENTURIES

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The attitude of Spain before the American Revolution and her

relationship with the United States in the time close to its

independence, is an item that has not been sufficientely studied

and analyzed by historians. A piece of work as important as the

Encyclopedia Britannica, in the chapter dedicated to the History

of the United States in the volume #29 of the macropedia (pg

#215), does not mention at all any kind of support from Spain to

the American Revolution.

It is difficult to find history works that make any reference to

Spain in relation with the American Revolution. As an exception,

Isaac Asimov in his work The Birth of the United States 1763-

1816,refers to the help of France, Spain and the Netherlands to

the American insurrectionists, although he does not make a

detailed explanation of it. Perhaps one of the best works about

Spain and the United States in its first steps as an independent

Republic, is Arthur Whitaker's The Spanish-American Frontier :

1783-1795, but this work, although it mentions the support of

Spain, is focused on the problems that both countries had to face



as a result of the common borders and the attitude of Spain of

closing the Mississippi to navigation except to her own ships.

While the French support to the independence of the United States

had become a myth, the aid of Spain, that had not been so

insignificant as supposed, was systematically ignored and

underrated. Indeed, the intervention of Spain in favor of the

fight of the Anglo American colonies for their independence was

conditioned by the complex concerns of the Spanish government,

the cautious relationship with the American emissaries and the

hesitations before the difficulty of the political problem that

set up the insurrection of the colonies and the aid they

requested.

It is relatively easy to find a solution to a political problem

if we make use of the perspective that the time can provide us,

but for the politicians and men of state that lived those

happenings and that were inmersed in their circumstances of time

and space the work was not so simple.

This assay attempts to analyze the help of Spain to the American

colonies during the Revolutionary War and those events that will

determine in a decisive way the relationship between Spain and

the United States during the XIX century and its influence until

the present.
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CHAPTER II

EUROPE AND AMERICA DURING THE XVIII AND XIX CENTURIES.

At the beginning of the XVIII Century and after the signing of

the Treaty of Utrecht that ended the war of Spanish Succession,

in which the English captured Gibraltar (1704), the idea of an

European equilibrium was consolidated. The purpose of that was to

avoid the hegemony of a nation by opposing the rest, that would

constitute alliances. However, and despite these efforts,war as a

political phenomenom continued being inevitable.

The Treaty of Utrecht determined the turning point for some

nations that had played an important role in the previous

centuries, and that would occupy a secondary place in the next

years. In fact this treaty imposed severe conditions on Spain,

which lost her importance in Europe although her colonial empire

would be the biggest and most coveted for almost two hundred

years.

England, because of her naval and trade power, obtained an

hegemonic position among the nations and would claim to be the

moderator in the international equilibrium. France maintained

her cultural influence and from a political and military point of

view might be considered the most significant state.
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At that time the colonies played an important role in the

economies of the European countries. Therefore the acquisition or

loss of them as a result of war represented an important issue.

During a period of more than one century, France would confront

England, her maritime and colonial competitor. Indeed, in the

year 1688 the "Glorious Revolution" placed on the throne William

III of Orange, Louis's most implacable enemy.

This began that Anglo-French contest that went on until Waterloo

in 1815. It is significant to mention the Seven Years' War, a

commercial-imperial conflict (1756-1763), that finished with the

Peace of Paris. As a result, England took posession of Canada,

all territory east of the Mississippi in North America and some

islands in the Caribbean Sea. Spain lost Florida in exchange for

Havana and Manila, which had been conquered by England during the

war. France was thrown out of North America and she handed over

the territory of Louisiana to Spain as compensation for the loss

of Florida.

Until early in 1778 the War of Independence, also known as the

American Revolution, was a civil war within the British Empire.

Afterwards it became an international war as France in 1778,

Spain in 1779, and the Netherlands in 1780 joined the colonies

against Britain. The entrance of France into the war, followed by
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Spain and the Netherlands was an important factor. Their role in

keeping British naval forces tied down in Europe was significant.

The treaty of peace recognized American independence and placed

the western boundary of the United States at the

Mississippi.(Appendix 1)

The French Revolution, one of the greatest upheavals of modern

history, affected the United States not only with the ideas of

liberty, human rights and brothership, but also in the political

aspect, as France claimed that the Franco-American alliance of

1778 bound the United States in the French war against England,

Spain and other European nations. After an internal dispute

President Washington issued a neutrality proclamation.

Under Napoleon, France continued to have designs on America. The

secret Treaty of San Ildefonso, whereby France obtained Spanish

Louisiana, was signed in October 1800. This vast Louisiana

Territory would be purchased by the United States from France

three years later in 1803. After the war of 1812, Florida would

be acquired from Spain in 1819.

In 1808 began the independence movements in the Spanish colonies

in Central and South America.Colombia obtained her independence

in year 1813, Uruguay in 1814, Chile in 1816, Argentina in 1817,
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and Mexico in 1823. By 1828 thirteen new states were created in

America.

Between 1860 and 1865 took place in North America the War of

Secession or Civil War, the greatest war on American soil in

history, that ended with the victory of the north states over tne

confederation that would consolidate the Union.

At the end of the XIX century, from the immense American Spanisn

Empire, Spain only retained the islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico

in America; In the Pacific Ocean some groups of islands and

Philippines.

As a result of the Spanish -American War of 1898 Spain lost

Cuba, and Puerto Rico. After her navy was defeated in Cuba, the

United States forced the Spanish government to sell the

Philippines for $20,000,000 . The great Spanish Empire that began

with the discovery of America in 1492 vanished after 400 years of

existence.

This brief review of the most significant happenings in which the

European powers with interest in North America were involved,

brings us to analyze in detail the relationship between Spain and

the Anglo-American colonies during the American Revolution in the

following chapters.
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CHAPTER III

THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT AND ITS CONCERN ABOUT THE UPRISING OF THE

BRITISH COLONIES IN NORTH AMERICA.

Spain's recovery under the Bourbon King Carlos III, coinciding

with the territorial and commercial expansion of England, led to

numerous wars and incessant contention between the two powers

throughout the 18th century. The American Revolution seemed to

offer the Bourbon monarchies of France and Spain a providential

opportunity to shatter England's power. The colonial war

represented for England a continuous exhaustion of her forces and

a warlike enterprise more difficult than expected.

In Spain, the uprising of the British colonies was estimated as a

serious item as well as a potential menace for the integrity of

her colonies in America. It was considered that if England would

overcome the colonial war, the vast Spanish territory of

Louisiana might be the first objetive of her expansion. With

regard to the rebellious colonies, no matter the result of the

war, it was also estimated that these powers would cause troubles

to Spain in the future.

The Spanish ambassador in Paris, Don Pedro Pablo Abarca de Bolea,
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Couint of Aranda, one of the most clever politicians at that time,

was prophetic in his reflections about the uprising of British

colonies and their impact on the Spanish ones.(Appendix 2)

In fact, he feared the bad example that such a revolutionary war

could represent for the Spanish colonies and regretted that this

problem occurred. But, facing the reality, he considered it to be

of great interest for Spanish policy to assist the Americam

colonies with money, weapons and ammunition, as well as sending

some officers.

For the Count of Aranda it was necessary to take revenge of the

extortionist policy that England had been carrying out against

Spain. But how could that be done?. Would it be advantageous for

Spain to continue with the secret help that had been provided til

now?. Secret support did not nave the efficiency of political

recognition and would be reduced to nothing, as time passed.

The Count of Aranda proposed a pragmatic way whose purpose was to

sib.i a treaty with the colonies in order to support them with all

they needed. His objective was to obtain an agreement in the best

conditions for the interests of Spain. Such an agreement with the

colonies would confront undoubtedly with England. The question

was whether it would be a good or bad choice to wage war against

England in the political circumstances of the moment.

8



An analysis of the social, economic, political and military

factors gave as a result that France and Spain could defeat

England in a hypothetical but probable confrontation.

One of the considerations that might have decided Spain to

declare war on England was the elementary precaution of not

having two different enemies in the same territory: England and

her American colonies. If the colonies got their independence

without having agreed to a treaty with Spain, they could threaten

Spanish territory in North America sooner or later. In spite of

these reflections, the Spanish government presided by its Prime

Minister Grimaldi considered that to declare an offensive war on

England could be disadvantageous to Spain because of the

uncertain result of the war in America. England had enough troops

in America to defeat the rebels. On the other hand, there was a

possibility that a change in the policy of England toward her

colonies would obtain a successful agreement with them.

Consequentely it was estimated that it could be more advantageous

for both, Spain and the American colonies, to continue the

support in a secretive way. (Appendix 3)

A final point to consider was that the Spanish King Carlos III

would object to sign a formal treaty with people considered

rebels. This is the kind of recommendation King Carlos III was

9



receiving from his advisors at the time: "The rights of the

Sovereigns are too sacrosanct in their territories and it is too

risky the example of a revolution for his Majesty to support it

openly".

The previous considerations can explain why the Spanish policy

was so confusing at that time, and why open support never was

given to the American colonies. From the perspective of ti -  
'

can appraise that such a policy was erroneous.
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CHAPTER IV

THE AMERICAN EMISSARIES TO SPAIN

The relationship between the American emissaries and the Spanish

government took place for the first time in Paris. In fact, by

decision of the Congress in June 1776, a committe comprising

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams,Benjamin Harrison and Robert Morris

was given the mission of preparing a plan to deal with European

nations. Once approved, Benjamin Franklin and Arthur Lee sailed

to Europe and arrived in Paris in December 1776.

The Spanish ambassador in France, Count of Aranda, had the

apportunity of receiving Franklin and talking with him. During

these meetings, Franklin expressed the necessity that they had to

convince Carlos III to protect the American colonies in their

fight against England (Appendices 4,5). In the report sent to the

Prime Minister Grimaldi, the Count of Aranda expressed that it

would be urgent to sign a treaty with the colonies in order to

help them openly and strongly in their fight against England.

The Spanish government considered this theme of great importance

for the interests of Spain and decided:

-Not to sign a treaty with the colonies

-To continue supporting them secretly

11



-To make preparations for a possible war against

England.

During the meetings held in Paris between the American emissaries

and the Spanish ambassador they also expressed the wish of

visiting Spain, because there were some particular items that

ought to be proposed directly to the Spanish government. For this

purpose Lee traveled to Spain. Nevertheless the Spanish

government would prevent him from arriving in Madrid, because

there was a great fear that the British ambassador would know

that American emissaries were establishing contacts with the

Spanish government.

The Spanish ex prime Minister Grimaldi received Lee in Burgos,

where the latter handed him a memorandum (Appendices 6,7) in

which he offered special friendship and trade relations to Spain

and asked for financial support. Arthur Lee commented that the

help that was being provided in a secretive way by France and

Spain, might not produce the same effect if be given openly. For

the American colonies it was significant that Spain and France

recognize internationally their fight against England. The new

Spanish Prime Minister, Count of Floridablanca, promised Arthur

Lee that the American colonies would obtain a more important

support from Spain in the future. At the same time, the Count of

12



Aranda, was instructed to facilitate some financial credits from

the Netherlands. The American emissaries were warned to not

reveal the origin of this support: in other words, the American

would not know the origin of the help that was being provided by

Spain. (Appendices 8,9).

After the visit of Lee to Spain, Franklin was appointed by the

Congress to carry out talks in Spain, but the Spanish government

managed to convince him not to come to Spain, adducing the same

reasons that had advised the inconvenience of Arthur Lee's visit

to Madrid.

Because of the interest that Spain had in the fight between the

American colonies and England, the Spanish government sent to

that territory, as emissary, Don Juan Miralles, a business man

from Havana. He was not an official representative of the Spanish

government because of the secrecy that Spain dealt with the

affairs in North America. He was only an observer before the

Congress. During his stay in North America, General Washington

maintained cordial relationship with Miralles and expressed to

him the fervent desire that Carlos III would recognize the

United States as an independent nation. Miralles died of an
illness in Morristown, where General Washington had established

his Headquarter. The relationship with the American Congress was

13



followed by Don Francisco Rendon, who also maintained excellent

friendship with George Washington. Indeed, as the General, his

wife and children arrived in Philadelphia with other officers to

spend sometime and did not find adequate lodging, Don Francisco

Rendon had the honor to provide room to Washington and his family

in his own house.

The last American emissary to Spain was John Jay, who had been

President of the Congress. He arrived in Cadiz on 22 January

1780, to replace Arthur Lee. When Jay and his secretary William

Carmichael arrived in Spain, they were received by a Spanish

personage named Don Diego de Gardoqui who not only had charge of

financial arrangements with them, but also discussed purely

diplomatic questions. Don Diego de Gardoqui found his way into

diplomacy through the trademan's entrance. The Bilbao firm of

which he was a member had traded with American colonies for a

full generation before the Revolution. He was actually the screen

behind which the Spanish government furnished arms and clothing

to the rebellious colonies of England when Spain was still

ostensibly a neutral power.(Appendix 10).

The purpose of John Jay was to convince Spain to adhere to the

French-American colonies agreement, since France and the colonies

had signed a treaty on 6 February 1778 in which there was a

14



secret article that established that Spain could adhere to it by

inserting the variations considered necessary.(Appendices

11,12,13,14,15,16).

John Jay stayed in Spain for almost two years, during which he

obtained some financial support but did not succeed in his plans

completely. When Jay abruptly departured from Madrid in May 1782,

he broke off his negotiations with the Spanish Government.

The Count of Aranda was instructed to renew conversations with

Jay in Paris. Actually, the occasion for establishing close and

friendly relationship with the United States would be lost for

ever.

15



CHAPTER V

THE SUPPORT OF THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT TO THE AMERICAN COLONIES

The previous chapters are an attempt to provide us witn the

framework in which the support of Spain to the American colonies

should be accomplished. The Spanish government, as well as the

French, were favorable to helping the American insurgents, but

there were some obstacles, especially from the Spanish point of

view, to carry out openly such help. First it was important

not to give a bad example to the Spanish colonies. Secondly,

although it was considered that a war against England was

inevitable, France and Spain did not want to provoke it, as they

wanted to have the advantage of declaring war at the most

propitious moment. Doubt, uncertainty and secrecy were the

elements that influenced the decisions of Spain in order to help

the American colonies.

An evidence of the support of Spain to the Americans was the

letter that George Morgan, Cavalry Coronel and Commander of Fort

Pitt sent to the Spanish Governor in New Orleans D.Bernardo de

Galvez, in which he thanked him for the help in ammunitions and

other war materiel that had been delivered to the American

commissioner.

16



It is important to emphasize the secretive way in which this

support was made. Few people knew something about this theme.

Among them were D.Diego de Gardoqui and Baron de Beaumarchais,

the author of the opera " The Barber of Sevilla" and " The

marriage of Figaro", who had been introduced to the ambassador

of Spain Count of Aranda, by the French Prime Minister Mr.

Vergennes, as a man of trust through whom the insurgents could be

supplied.

Besides the direct support delivered to the American colonies,

there was also an indirect way, perhaps much more important than

the first one, of helping them: it was the permanent threat from

France and Spain to England that prevented her from employing all

her power in the war against the American colonies. This aspect

had a decisive influence in the result of the war. But

undoubtedly the most important contribution of Spain to the

independence of the American colonies was the declaration of war

made by Spain against England in 1779. Although Spain did not

send an expeditionary Army to fight England in America, the fact

of declaring war under the difficult circunstances that England

was facing divided her power and prevented her from accumulating

it against the insurgents in North America.

After the declaration of war, the Governor of Louisiana, Don

17



Bernardo de Galvez conquered the English harbors on the

Mississippi as well as the city of Pensacola, by which the Gulf

of Mexico was free of the English. Together with the American

insurgents, Spain carried out some war actions in order to

prevent the English from using the communications with the Great

Lakes in the interior of North America.

At the end of the year 1776 France and Spain had provided two

million pounds ( one million each country ) to the English

colonies (Appendices 17,18,19,20). As first consignment were

sent:

- 216 cannon barrels of bronze

- 209 carriages for canons

- 27 mortars

- 29 carriages for mortars

- 12,826 bombs

- 51,134 bullets

- 300 "millares"(1) of powder

- 30,000 shotguns with bayonets

- 4,000 tents

- 30,000 uniforms.

This armament and ammunition was loaded in various harbors and it

was allotted among several ships in order to assure the arrival

of part of it. The consignments were organized as if they were

(1) Unknown quantity
18



sent by the American emissaries in Europe and not by France or

Spain. This way the secrecy of the origin would be maintained.

The Spanish government supported the American colonies during the

years 1777 and 1778 with a total amount of 7,994,906 "reales"(2).

As a result of a request made by the American emissaries, there

were sent 30,000 blankets (Appendix 21). From the Spanish

colonies in Havana and New Orleans were provided some

weapons,clothes, quinine and various amounts of currency.

At that time, the Spanish Governor of Louisiana, delivered some

amounts of money to Oliver Pollock and Captain Willing, that had

been designated by the Congress to receive the help from Spain.

The support that Spain provided, although less important than the

French one, was also significant. We cannot forget that the

policies of the allied powers French and Spain were directed to

weaken England, and consecuently as a result ought to be

congruent. It is an unbelievable historic error and an unjust

treatment to ignore or underrate the support of Spain to the

American colonies in their war against England.

(2) Real: Spanish currency in XVIII century
19



CHAPTER VI

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE UNITED STATES FROM ITS

INDEPENDENCE UNTIL THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR.

After the break cf the negotiations between the American

emissaries and the Spanish government, the Prime Minister Count

of Floridablanca endeavored to continue negotiating with the

United States as a means to create a buffer between Spain's

colonies and the American territories. The results were poor.

English diplomacy had signed treates with both Spain and the

United States, but with different tints and secret articles with

regard to the lines that the borders would follow and the

navigation of the Mississippi.

This created a basis for a possible confrontation between Spain

and the United States. The Spanish policy that prohibited the

navigation of the Mississippi to all ships except the Spanish

also contributed to getting things worse because this condition

was difficult for the new North American republic to accept. It

is important to realize that the river was the only natural way

for trade from the interior of the United States. Spain had

allowed the American settlers to use it during the Revolutionary

War, but she was obliged to ban the use of the Mississippi

20



because the contraband trade that had been carried out in the

previous years damaged her economy and trade.

Besides the previous considerations it is also necessary to take

into account the rapidly growing American settlements in the Ohio

Valley that was cause of deep concern to the Spanish government

All these circumstances influenced the policy of Spain regarding

the United States.

When Carlos III died in 1788, he was succeeded by Carlos IV, a

simple-minded man, who reigned during one of the most difficult

periods of Spain's history. The fact is that Spain, as a result

of the French Revolution, found herself involved in European wars

for the next twenty years. The Prime MW-'ter Floridablanca tried

to obtain an alliance with Fngland, the ancient enemy, in order

to fight against the French Republic, but was supplanted by

Manuel Godoy in 1792. With that tne alliance was pressed to an

early conclusion. This alliance, although directed primarily

against France, also provided that if either power were drawn

into war, the other contracting party must make common cause

against the new enemy. Thus if British restrictions on neutral

trade with France should result in war between Great Britain and

the United States, Spain would be obliged under this treaty to

come to the aid of the British. The relationship between the
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United States and Spain could worsen at any moment.

The difficult situation inside Spain had a disastrous effect on

her colonies in North America, first and foremost in Lousiana and

the Floridas and secondly in Central and South America.

The lack of Spanish authority facilitated the economic

penetration of the United States in those territories, an aspect

that Spain had attempted to avoid in the previous years. At that

time the settlements at the border with Lousiana and Florida were

about to implement expeditions against the Spanish territories.

The Treaty of San Lorenzo, whereby Spain surrended her dispute

with the United States, was signed on october 27, 1795 and it

marked the beginning of the disintegration of the Spanish Empire

as well as the first stage in the territorial expansion of the

new Republic. An abrupt change in Spanish policy was carried out

by Prime Minister Godoy as he made peace with France, deserted

England by violating the Treaty of 1793, and signed a new treaty

with the French Republic.

The internal situation in Spain was deteriorating dramatically.

The inept king Carlos IV and the incompetence of his Prime

Minister Manuel Godoy put Spain in the hands of Napoleon in 1808.

Indeed, on 2 May 1808 began the war against France as a result of
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the uprising of the Spanish people against the French invader.

The nineteenth century marked the lowest point in the decadence

of Spain and the beginning of the desintegration of the Spanish

Empire that was impossible to maitain united because of the

absence of power in the motherland. The century ended with tne

Spanish-American war and the loss of the final territories of the

Spanish empire.

The year 1898 ought to be written in black in the history of

Spain. Since 1868 an independentist party began to fight against

the Spanish presence in Cuba. But it was considered simply

insurgents that were managed by foreign countries. It was

supposed that Cuba was different from the other parts of South

America, which at that time had obtained their independence,

because its population was predominantly composed of Spaniards.

But the independence of Cuba had to occur in the very moment that

the insurgents obtained support from another country. Cuba was

situated inside the zone of influence of the United States and

very close to Florida. The accident in the Maine and the

blindness of the Spanish politicians resulted in a catastrophe

for Spain.

The Spanish Congress, sunk in a collective madness and ignoring

the reality, sent the Spanish fleet to combat against the
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Americans. Only the professional military, among them the Admiral

Cervera, Commander in Chief of the Spanish fleet knew-and so he

informed the government-that the confrontation with the American

Fleet was a suicide for the Spanish navy because the ships were

old and lacked of technical capacity to combat against a modern

navy. The Peace of Paris endorsed the defeat of Spain and the

loss of Cuba, Puerto Rico and Philippines. The next year, Spain

sold to Germany the Carolines and Palaos islands in the Pacific

Ocean. The Spanish Empire did not exist any more.
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CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSIONS

The previous chapters are an attempt to establish a framework

that enables us to understand better the relationship between

Spain and the United States. That Spain helped the American

colonies in their fight against England is a fact that we

consider that has been sufficiently demonstrated in the analysis

made in this work. Nevertheless that support was carried out in

such a way that the Americans did not realize that Spain had

contributed to their independence. As a matter of fact, the

Americans never believed that they would have, in a way, a debt

of gratitude to Spain.

In the political circumstances Spain faced in the eighteenth

century, there were two possibilities:

a) to help England fight against the American insurgents.

b) to help the colonies fight against England.

The first solution was almost impossible because of the

anglophobia that existed in Spain and the alliance with France as

a result of the Bourbon family pacts. The right solution, in

25



accordance with the circumstances,should have been to help the

American colonies in their fight against England openly and

strongly, such as Count of Aranda had proposed. In this way Spain

would have obtained the gratitude of the American people. But the

Spanish government did not take a determined policy toward the

colonies and failed absolutely. Spain declared war against

England and did not help the American colonies in a sufficient

way.

The policy Spain carried out toward the new republic after her

independence was short-sighted and poorly realistic.The lack of

politicians able to face the difficult circumstances that the

world lived during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries

conducted Spain to the loss of her colonial empire and to

internal struggle. Actually, Spain only began to recover after

the second half of the twentieth century and in part because of

the help the United States provided her after the signing of the

first agreement between both countries in 1953.The relationship

between both countries after 1953 has developed in a climate of

friendship and cooperation (Appendix 22).

At present Spain and the United States are allies that have to

face very important changes in the economic, social and political

aspects throughout the world.
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APPENDIX 2

Despacho de Aranda a Grimaldi. - 13 Enero 1777
(N.0 939. Original)

Excmo. Sr.
Mui Sr. mia: A conseqtiencla del Oficlo antocodente dirt a V. E., quo

viendo no se me explicaba el Dr. Franklin, no abstante su promesa, le hice
enlender que desearfa hablarle, y, efectivamonto, vino acompafiado de Arthur
Lee Is noche del -.hbado 4 del corriente.

Par In dificiiltad de entendernos me pareci6, que sonsa mui del caso valer-
me del Condo de Lacy, Ministro Plenipotenciarlo del Rey en is Corte de Pc-
tersbourg, y aiojado en nii case, quien posee Ia lengum inglesa; pars quo
aclarase a Franklin, y Lee Is inteligencia do los puntos quo so tocason, ai no
los concebian bien. y a mi igualmente por Ia explicac16n de ellba.

*Preguntd al Dr. Franklin, quilndo entregarfa el papel de proposlcl6n
*pra la Espafla, respecto a quo habla proporci6n do dirigirlos.

Respondi6 qtie lo tenla ya formado, faltando solo el confrontar mu copia,
y haberse retardado, par haber estado algo indispuesto Mr. Dean.

,(Si dicho papel contenia alguna cosa diferonte del entregado a Ia Prancias.
Respondi6 quo no, y ser iddntico, camo lambidn conforme a lae 6rdenes

sl'ae tenfs del Congreso.
aSi no habia alguns diferencia precisamente, atendlendo a quo Is poslci6n

nde los dominios de Espafla, y sus nombres slempre exigian un contexto quo
'hiabfa do variar dol do Is Francisx.

Respondi6, quie estaba autorizado del Congreso, para tratar con cada una
de las Cortes segun sus intereses, y con plenos poderes pars quanto ocurriese.

*C6ino es que sin tiallarso sun asegurados deomu indopendencia, y sift
*estar tampoco adn reconocidos por estas potencias, vonfan proponiendo Tro-
vtados, quando todo el mundo crola quo Is vonida del Dr. Franklin se dirigla
smids presto a solicitar auxilios, quo los syudason hasta conseguir su ro-
'sparacift'.

Respondi6, que par medio de semejante Tratado verfan Ia Potoncia quo
qtiisiese sor su Aigai de vers; y quo hasta haborse asegurado do esta call-
dad, no habian creido conveniente entrar en el punto de necesidad, tanto mis
que sit situaci6ii sun no era tat quoe necesitaso Ininediatamente ausilios di-
rectos.

tSi era cierto quo hablan recibido yo socorros do osto Royno; y si habis,
spartido el Amphitrite; y sl oires dos bastimentos que deblan soguirto, lo ha-
scion, o se siispondian".

Respondi6; quo do esta Potoncia no habian rocibido socorros algunos: quoe
por mcdio do uns Compatlia so les hablan provisto diforontes gfenros, armas
y municiones; quo fambi~in se habian recitiido oficiales a su servicio; y quo eff
todo oslo no habia hecho Ia Francia otra coma, 51110 el no oponerse. y dejar
lihertad do practarlo: quo el Amphitrite habia salido, y cretin haberse %us-
p-tndido Ia salida do los o~ros dos buquos,

*Qtidles serian los auxilios, quoe mis les urglan en Ia actualidads.
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Respondi6 que cailones de bronce y buques de guerra. respecto a que Ins
bastirnentos que tenian hasta Bora, eran inferiore,; en fiierza a tog liiglese .
y bien que eran miichos sus armadore5, y Jiablan Jieclio canaidad de presas
haste el importe de milldn y medlo de libras Sterlinas segdn c6mputo hecio
ei el mismo Londres: como no podfan presentarse a )as inaves de Guerra in-
glesas, siempre era una inferiaridad que necesrtaban reparar; tanto nids qiac
lus Ingleses con sus muchas naves de guerra y las de transporte citbiertas tie
edigs, estaban en estado de Ilevar sus tropas, y viveres a cualcliieru parte de
anuel Continente.

aPor qu6 no hacia de una vez para ]a Corte de Madrid todas )as explica-
',ciones que tubiese que hacerle. resperco a que por la distancia no habia Ift
A'proporci(5n de manifestarlaa de un dia a otro, como se podia practicar eit
*Versailles, sabiendo desde Itiego tembi~n sus respitestasyi.

Responda6 que en esta consideraci6n entregaria otro papel, clite conten-
drn quanto se le habia indicado; que si convenfa que tino de sus Compaieros
d.putsdos paqsse a Madrid, to baria de'rde luego.

A esto le dije, que el hacerlo o no erm libre en ellms; pero qtie no se ade-
iiintaris tanto. porqiie entre ai tetidrian qiie entender~e por los CorreoA ordi-
n irios. y la Corte de Madrid en qualcquiera proposici6n qiue recihiese.
qierria consuitaria con la de Paris, siendo nieior hacer aqul las exPlicaciones.
porque ya se coanunicarfan a Madrid con el dictanien de esta Corte, Y le re-
pf-ti, que st to querian, que se propondria a Madrid. Ilicieron anibos con este
niotivo muchas demonstraciones de respeto acia el Rey CaIh6'ico, y qiie sit
1-i iiicipal fin era el de cotivencer qiie de ru pante anfielaban su proleccietn.

aSi hacian algun Conmercio coii los Dotninios Espafloles de Amnicao.
Respondieron que antes, estando bojo la doininaci6n Britnica, hacitrn nl-

giino por )a parte de )a Jain;.yca, pero qiie en este tiempo no In practicabiun.
eSi tenian inuchos Oficiales extrangeros.,,
Respondi41 que el mayor nunmero era de Fraraceses. ali~ainos AltmAnes.

y un Polaco: que al pnincinio habian pasado algunos decde Sto. Domngo,
y otros tresferidose desde Ios ptiertors de Francia: haubieiido t-eiidoi el pen-
,, miento de levantar 3 Reginientos en el CaiiadA, pero iiiliziAiidose pun

h iberlo ocupado los lugleses. Qite iantetiani dichos oficiles asulariades
bien que sin emplearcas

('Si no entrorfa In inl inteligencia en loR mieinbros del Congreso".
Respondi6 mii lucintamente qtie no.
Pitni shritles tin poco el diiilflO, y que no ettrtfaasn Ian quemicones qlite se

les habia hecho, les dije, qiie se dirigian a tomar una luz del estado eii que se
liallaban; y que reciprocamente podii preguntar lo que les pareciese, pues
en lo que yo pisdiese correspondenies, se les dirna con franqueza, coma tam-
bidn si no me Iialnse en estudo de conteztarles.

29



Fntonces me preguntaron. si tenia probabilidad que Is Rusia acordase un
Cuerpo de tropas a la Inglaterra contra los Ainericanos, en tono de hacerles,
motcha impresiun este recelo; y les duje. quie Ins noticias ptiblicas de Gazeta
habian habledo de ello, pero qte nada mds se sabia.

Expusieron que ei Congreso hibia embiada it Cadiz seis cargamentas de
su quenta dirigidos a Is casa lnglesa de Buick y Compaiia. Is cual se resislia
a sus pagos; siendo este caudal urgente, porque ei Congreso Io habis desti-
taado para liacer en Francis las comipras que necesitaba; y preguntaron, qu6
medio habia de conseguir de dicha Casa tan justs satisfscci6n, respecto a que
se negaba a toda contextaci6ii sobre este astinto.

Les dije si seria acaso una especie de represalia coma Casa Inglesa, Par
descubiertos que otros negaciantes de Ins Islas Britinicas tendrian can los
Americanos; y a esto respondieron. qiie 1)o podia ser. piles Is corresponden-
cia de Jos particulares nunca se habia cortado, antes bien vigilada el Congre-
so en que se mantubiese can toda exactitud; de tat modo que en su propio
bastimenta habian venido variaas letras de cambia pars el Comercia de Lon-
dres. Se les explic6, pues, que ef neodo de solicitar el cobro de Is casa Buick,
serfs el presentarse iin particular con los canocimientas de Sit deuda, y pa.
deres necesarias, pidiendo ante el Tribunal que correspondiese. el page de lo
que se les dlebiese; y que en este casa se podria buscar un spoya de Is auto-
ridad, pars que se tes adininistrase jisticis sin deanora.

El martes 7 en Is Canferencia ardinaria de Embajadores me pregunt6 el
Sr. Devergrennes si me habia entregada Franklin sus papeles; le respondl,
que suns no, bien que habidndalo vista Is noche del 4 me habia ofrecido lo
hansa en breve-, dicienda a S. E. lo substancial de los discursos que habfamog
tenida, le parecieran mui prapios: qiiedamaos en que apenas me las pass-
sen, si estabaii en IngI~s. se encargania S. E. de hacerlas traducir, en
la que convine mui gustosa, putes de todaos modos yo se los habla de comu-
nicar.

El mi~rcoles 8 par Ia noche recibi los papeles del Dr. Franklin, que #l
mismo me traja. acompaflado de Lee. y en Is propia los remiti al Sr. Conde
Devergennes. quaien los recibi6 en In maflana del joeves pars su traducci6n;
y estos ce redticen al acta de Confederaci~n, y a Ia Memoria cuncerniente a
su eqtado Ht:al. que van inclissas.

El vicriies 10 pasEO a Versailles; me dijo S. E. que se estaba hacienda te
versi6n. y me diO capia de Ia proposici6n posterior de Franklin, pidienda a
la Francia qtie se les facilitasen buques de giierra a sit caste, canto verii
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V. E. por Is del n." I: y par Ia del n.0 2 Ia respuesta de S. M. Christianisima,
ofrecit~ndoles otros socorros secrebos. Me dijo M. Devergennes que esta res-
puesta se les harla leer a Franklin, Dean. y Lee por su primer Commis. M.
Gerard, dej~ndoles tomar una substancia de ella, pars que nunca resultase
documento demonstrable. Que el Rey habia concedido dos millones de libras
tornesas con las qiiales podrian hacer el giro de seis en las campras. necesa-
ris, niediante las reglas del Cornercio, y los inuchos Negociantes que tamarfan
pante en proveer a las Americancis de lo que necesitasen. Tambidn me dijo,
que el Amphitrite, que habfa arribado a los puentas de Francis par malos
tiempos, habiendo padecido en ellba, volveria a partir, y que los otros dos
bastimentos suspendidos en el H-avre se harfan igualinente a Is vela, bien qule
se tamaban disposiciones, pars que todo se ezecutase con milis disitituto qtle
haste aqul.

Proponen las Americancos salamente Is buena amistad y Comercia reci-
proco;, pero. si es suficiente pars la Francis, no serbs adaptable a Is Espaila,
sin fitnitar quc se entieiida s6lo, y estrecliamente con su Reyna en Europa;
porque si Ia concesi6n se extendiese tambidn a sus dominiais de Am~rica,
quedarfa pendido el Comercia Nacinal. De esta reflexi6in bien es creible,
que las provincias Unidas Americanas se hiciesen cargo, cantentdndase con
reducir su conresoondencia, y trafico a Ia Espaila Eurapes, y si reconviniesen
con sobicitar su acceso a nuestras Islas, coma lo teiidrian en las de Francia,
se les podris oponer qi!e las noestras ligan con aqueb Contiiiente, de cuyas
reglas son ittase' tes, quando los Frariceses nada tienen en 61. y sus Islas
se consideran 4o:,jimeiite unidlas a estos Reynas, saunque situadlas en aqtiellas
partes. CFi-, .ambi~n pon otros particulares, qtie les serian condlucentes pa-
ta afianzar vi buen 6xito de sit resistenicin, y [a Francis se presta pan losi tor-

mnus .ue considera posibles, coao tina y otto resulta de los papeles snexos.
Pero) dejar6 apante todlos estos accidentes auxiliares de las Colonias para

su independencia. y voy a exponer al Rey el aspecto presente de su Monar-
quia, y el dle sus interesc's sucesivos.

Quistro Potencias Ettrop~eas domittaban el Continiente de Amdrica, Ia Espa-
flola, eft Jo que posee; Ia Francis, en el Canada qtie pcrdi6; Ia Inglesa, cii Is
Coloniss Septeiitrionales qtic se le han separado, y el Poritugal, en Su BI asil,
que to ha duplicado isensibleniente con nsunpacioncs a la Ebpnfla.

Mientras diinase eista divisi6n, las ,nuas de Ia Fspsfla se debian dirigir a
Id caiiservaci6n de lo stiyo, proctinando el equilibrio Ile loci ottos coanpctido-
res, y suin valiidose ijidiferentemeiite de cads 11110 de ellos pats coitlee ul
que se desinaiidase: pero ya iiiida el systins ya son indisptisablC5 otra
reflexione,. politicas.

La Espaiia. va a qtiedar imnnn a manno, coin otta Potencia snla enf todo 10
que es Tierra finite de Is Aiiirica Septentrional?. Y qiie Potencia?. Una ests-
ble y territorial que ya ha invocado eli ntubre patticio de Ain~tica con dos
itiilunes y medii, de habitantes dlescendentes de .Ltiropeo-4, que Segfil Ills re-

glas que toindn pare su propagaci~n, dtiplicurd sits vivic'iite cada '25. u .30
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ai'os y en 50. u 60. puede llegar a ocho u diez millories de ellas, mayorniente
qua de Europa Ilisina continuard Ia emigraci6n par el atractivo, qne ofrecerin
Ids leyes de aquel nueva domninio.

Para Ia canservaci6n de sus prapias pasesianes de Arnrica, a fin de dis-
traherlas del exemplo de las Colonias Inglesas desauciadas de su apoya, y a
fin de inipedir a dstas el sacorrerlas. imparts a Ia Espafla el asegurarse de
aquel nueva domninio -par media de un trutada solemne, y cagi~ndolo en el
mamento de sus tirgencias con el mdrito de sacarto de ellas.

Si antes del levantainiento de las Calanias hubiese sida de Ia eiecci6n de
la Espaila, ei que sucediese a no; labria habido, sin dluda. paderasas raza-
ties para dudarlo;- parque en fin es questionable Ia diferencia de tener par
veciro tin Estado cansistente en propiedad, a qua salo fuesen Praviticias de
tina Corana distante; un Estada que si auimentaba conta Colania io harts can
mayor lentitud; y desprendido*del vasalaje, y entregada a su prograsa vs a
intltiplicar rapidarnetate las medias de auge.

Pero de nada qirven eslas consideraciones pars el dfa, ni tampaca as tan
grande Ia diferencia del theatra para Ia Espat'ls, parque hiabiendu quedado
s6Iu Ia Inglaterra en Ia Ain~ricai sept entriunal. y uniendo SLIS posibilidades
de Europa con las quc iba preparando en Am~rica; si bien se reflexiana, tal
vez se deduciria qtie inilos Contrarrestos pudicra presentar Ia Espafta en
aqitellas parajes de los qtie aara puede proporcionar, Si se resolviese a can-
suniar un platto reflexianada, atandu bien iadas las cabas que afrece Ia pre-
sente ocasi6n.

Ya pues, que no tiene atra recursa, el evitar Ia insurrecci6n. sino el deseo
de que la Inglaterra cansiguiese su abatimiento triunfando campletamenle de
sus rebeldes. y que el refnediu seria pear que in enfermedad. pues Its Corona
Britfinica quedaria indoinable, y pars sienipre iamis macha mhs temibie que
nunca a In Espafla; vdase, si cit este contraste de circunstanciss cupiera un
tuedio mneios naciva, que precaviese las daininiais de Espafla en Amdrica. y
pusiese de niciar semblante su consistencia eit Eurapa.

Pareca que aun In necesidad exiga ya el asegurar con Ia nuevs Patencia
de Atnrica el reconacimnienta de las antiguas prapiss pusesianes; el tinico
pars una garantas reciproca, y el forinar par un Tratado solemnne las reglas
de buiena correspandencis pars lo sucesivo; y si esta se difiriese a quando
hubiese salida dle sus aprielas, ni sot voluntad estaria tan bien dispuesta, ni
sus uirgencias servirian de apaya pars sacar inepar partidlo.

Si alguno fin de conseguirse vent ajoso, no ha de ser par las mediois ocul-
tos de auxilius ;ecretas, e instificiutites, parque ni sirven de gran tndrito, ni
paten etn el caso de atraier Ia otra parte a utia Convenci6n seris y formal;
el tianipo se pasaria eni buenas raianes, y nada se habris asegurado de im-
portan te.

E! etrar dcsde luego a un declarado kipayo para il lagro de Is itidepen-
dencia, qiiando sit siterte vacila atin. y esit a In vista de las enornies, Cs.
hierzos qua la hi-faterra hura evicarla; seria el miedia de pactar lo qua se
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qijisiese con Ins Colonias. Este verded es innegable. y s6lo rests que discu-
fir si el romper con Is Inglaterra seria o no un desacierto; y si las conse-
quenciss podrian volverse en mal, creyendo adquirir un bien. Para romper,
Is primers consideraci6n debe ser la de calcular Is resistencis del1 e nemigo.
y Iss fuerzas propiss y shiadas que se le podr(sn aponer.

Ls Inglsterra en el dis estd reducidas a un tercia de sus natursies antiguas
fuerzss par un cilculo innegable.

Las Colonias daban a su Marina de guerra el tercio de sus tripulaciones:
yo he oldo al Dr. Franklin que ascendian de 25. a 30. mul hombres los m~rine-
ros smericanos, que en las precedentes guerras servian en las Escitadras
Brithnicas. Desde Is sutlevaci6n ya no subsiste este tercio, conque desde
luego lo tiene menos la Inglaterra, y ha quedado con solos otras dos.

El tercio diatraldo, habiendo tamado las armas, tiene empleado contra si
uno de los remanentes a la menas; con que results un solo tercia que coiice-
der a Is Inglaterra, en estado dle disponer a su srbitrio.

Se sabe, que pars armar los 4.5 navios, y ndmero de fragatas, que quiere
tefler en estado, no alcanzan las rnayures violencias de Is )eya, ni los buenos,
engsnchsmientos que ha ofrecido; a mAs fuerte raz6n no calbe, que alcanza-
seae tripular sesenta nevios, y fragatas correspondientes que Be le quihiesen
acordar, par no incurrir en la reconvenci6n de que se le minoren a Ia Ingle-
terra suis fuerzas estudiosamente, por apoyar Is idea sabre un supuesto vo-
luntario.

Si a esta reducci~it se aflade Io demas, que padece en sus intereses. des-
guarneciendo el Comercia Maritimo pars completer su armamento, el des-
caecimiento de stis artes. y tidbricas par la interrupci6n con las Colonies; los
impu'!stos y gravaimenes exigidas pars atender a los indispensables gastos
corrientes; el incremento de su deuda Nacional. y en fin el ahogo en que
cads dis se sufoca mds destruyendo el interior y exterior de suts Reynos; se
habrd de convenir que real y phisicamente se halla Is Inglaterra en Ia ac-
tualidad. al punto que se ha supuesta.

Las fuerzas propiss, y shadeas qite se le podrian oponer, consisten en
80. navios de lines, v tragatas a proporci6n, seguin las explicaciones de
las Curtes de Madrid, y Paris, con qiie vdsse desde luego la superioridad
considerable que reqults; siendo cunstante qure estas fuerzas son efcctivas.
y Ias que se conccden a Ia InglaterrR ienen mucho de grncis e imaginario.

En este aspecto las consequencias humnanamente no deben volvuerse en
mal, sina en bien.

Una de las grandes precauciones de Is Espa~s parece, que seria, In de
precaver el no quedarse con dos enemigos naturales en estado amb~os de
turbansa; y lo serlan sin duds las Culonius de Amdrica. no habiendo asegura-
do desde Itiego su bitena correspondencia; y Is Inglaterra en restableciondo-
se de sui empresa de Amdrica, Euqte disminuids en un tercio.

Si lai Espofla obtuiviese el destrnir Ia Inglaterre. pare qi no levaInnfse
m~is cabeza. conscgmuria el tener de menos uno de los dos eneinigiis; y
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talou liobrfa ganado pars en adelante. y sur, intereses de Europa, queddndo.
se mano a mano con el de Amn~rica, si se revolviese.

Peru todo esto deperide de una niisina operaci6n, que seria Is de declarar
la giierra a la Inglaterra abiertamente; afreciendo a las Caloniias el executar.
lo, si mediante un tratado favorable se presetitases% a merererlo. Ellas sin dude
lo aceptarian, por abreviar su establecinilento, par aliviarse de sus traba jos,
par no arriesgar su suerte; y se oblicarian a continuar en apoyo dc sus alia.
dos. husta jue par todas se conviniese en una Paz general.

Esta guerra declarada no necesita de ta m~ayor actividad, ni de aventurar
acciones; pucs su conducta, conio se dirA, cousaria el total efecto que se desea.

Desdle luego el plano quc ha propuesto Ia Francia como precauci6n, pars,
en caiso de ser insultada, seria qtianto se necesita con leves variaciones en su
reparta, con Ia sola circunstancia de verificar la dectaraci6n de Ia guerra.

Por ella se verfan los Ingleses en el caso de disminuir sus esfuerzas con-
tra [us Insurgentes, y 6stos en el dle resistirles. y aniquilarlos.

Par ella quedaria el Comercio de las Islas Britdnicas totalmente destruido,
pues no podrian continuar el que les has quedlado; y dsta serla uns batalla de-
cisiva pars batir las posibilidades, sin que precediesci, comlbates aventurados.

Por ella se aumentarfan los gastos. qtie dlesubstancian a 14 luglaterra.
Par ella tendrian sus flotas que cousumirse, si sallan a ]a mar; qliiedhudo-

se Iis de Espaila y Francia en sus puertos, aguardando lns ocissiones.
Par ella se dividirian en diferetites objetas, y Esquadras, no pudiendo

ser tan numerasas las que proveyesen 60. navios, cubriendo varios des-
tinos, coma las quie podrian componer 80. con Ia elecci6n de ir a caer en
mayor tuerza sabre aquellas, dirigi~ndose a las que pareciesen mis stacables.

Par ella el Corso dle EspafAs, Francis y Aniericanos seris superior con
extrema, al que pudiesen dlar de si las Islas Britinicas, con Ia suia ventaia
de sus posicianes para salir, y refugiarse los armadares.

Par ella se liabla de encender en la misma Inglaterra uns disensi6n civil,
que enervase sus eifuerzos, y que abligase su Ministerio a rescatar su total
ruina can el socrificia dle algunas perdidas atinque le faiesen sensibles.

Par ella se vtrla comprometicda Ia Inglaterra en el momeeato de peor dis-
poiici6'i, que hays, tenido desde que se abrog6 el predominio Msriimo; pues
la sufrirta pasivainente con menos fuerzas y con enemigos que nunca encon-
tr6 eii melor estada.

La Espafla no puede olvidar un Gibraltar, un Mah6n, y mu pdrdida serfs.
pars Is Inglaterra uno de las maores golpes; y un sscrificio inexcusable por
el derecho con qiie se les pedirla, y, porque el restituir una isurpaci6n, log
salvaria de so mayor ruins. La Francis tornarfa igual parte que Ia Espafla
en procurer este de-4membramiento de Ia Iriglaterra; y tanto quanta resiste
otras ideas de Ia Espafts sabre Portugal, serfs su. parcial respetto al reinte-
gro de dichos puntas.

L3 Ft-Ancia no pitede nienog de canacer que tanta le conviene ahora rom-
per con los lrgle~ies, camo a la Es,'aila; porque in Corona Britinlca es su
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mayor enemigo natural; porque si no lo abate. lo tendr4 encims sicinpre que
su Camercia flarezca, a quiera restablecer su Marina; y siempre que par Is&Indispensables circunstancias de Ia Francis se halle empeflada con otras Pa.tencias del Continente; aprovechando entonces Is Inglaterra de Is ocasi6n
pars atropellarla. La afrentosa stigecidn de Dunkerque tampnco se redime,sino en ocasi6n semejante; de modo que la Francis debiera en todo tiempotemer a Ia Ingisterra, si no remotase ara el cortarle las alas pars siemnpre.

El tratado propuesto par las Americanos, que esta Carte remiti6 par suCorreo, ditimamente, estd cancebido con mucha arte, y tiene sus observacio-
nes que hacer.

Proponen amistad, y Camercio, coma si fuesen ya una Potencis consoli-dada. Al articulo 7 sdIa ofrecen a Is Francis en caso de guerra con Ia Ingla-terra, el no asistir a dsta de hombres, dinero, navlos, etc., y al 8 exigen larenuncla de quantas pasesianes pudiese pretender par sus derechos antiguas,
seguin se expresan en 61. canviniendo en la pesca de Terranova.

En este mismo mezcion a Is Florida. que s6lo puede tocar a Is Espania: yesti firmado su original par Hankoc, el Presidente del Congreso, de mada
que sus emisarios no han hecho mis que comunicar el traslado de su a-iginal.

Observard V. E. que no remito Ia separads proposici6n pars EspafAR,
bien que me Is ofreci6 Franklin; pero no me Is ha traldo adn, y en su vista
del 8, quando entreg6 los atros papeles, me indicd si padrfa dispensarlo,
respecto a tenet ys un tanto por esta Corte, y hallarse ellos agobiados sin
personas de quien fiarse, y Mr. Dean con tercianss,*como en efecto, las tiene,
pues par un conocido suya le embid de Ia bue na quins con que me hallo.

Estoy instruido par conducto, que me parece confidente de ellos, de
quien no se guardan escrupulosamente, de que no quiso el Congreso entrar
pidiendo con humnillacidn, ni manifestar extremas necesidades, por no recibir
una ley dura, que terni6 se les impondria, y se ye que en Ia Memoria ultima,
pidiendo navios, tambidn ofrecen su satisfaccidn, y nada quieren de volde.

Los actos de unidn manifiestan bien las miras can que se han resuelto a
formar un Estado libre. y que su objeto es radicarla pars flarecer en culti-
vas, artes, y Camercia; que su systems es pacifica, y cansiguiente al modo
de pensar de sus autares, qtie lns inas son Quakers de religidn. Esta obser-
vacidn es importante pars dcducir que cualquiera media que les abrevie su
tranquilidad, y el paner mono a Ia abra de su systeina, serd bien recibido de
las Colonias, y par 0i se prestardn a quanta les sea arbitrable.

De aquf nace tan!'jin, que Ia Espana deberia fijar sus limites, para evitar
cuestiones en Io sucesivo; y porque no los tcnia arreglados con los Ingleses.
tierra adentro, y a la espalda de las Colonias, si no se precaviese esto, can
lo que ellas irdn aumentando de pablacidn, y ext,!ndidndase a voluntad. se
podrdn internar hacia nuestres posesiones par [a espalda de Is Luisisna.

H-ay que tcner presente quc el rio San Larenzo por el Canada sube hosts
el lago Ontario, y Oste comunica con el Ingo Erie a Oswego. Que cerca de
dste nace el rio Ohio que cae en el Mississipi y par El baja a Ia Nueva Orleans.
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Que el laga Erie comunica con el [ago Huron, y oste con lot otros h..
masdos Superior y JMichigan; MASsalid de los quales viene corriendo el Mis.
sissipi.

No entro en deterrninar quales Itmnites convendrion, pues me rcduzco 11
exponer que unos u atras son importantes; que Is constituci6n de aquel pats,
tan cruzado de rios y lagos. serA mui apreciable a un pueblo que aumentsri
a pordids de vista por la libertad y buen tratamiento de sus leyes, Coma par
el cultivo, artes y Comercia en que fundar6 su felicidad; y deducird que el
conseguir de dichas Provincias Unidas un Tratado favorable, dependerd de
sacarlas a cars descubierta de su aprieta, y valcrse de esta ocasi6n, para
convenir con cusas.

Par el rompimiento con Inglaterra en% el Tratado formal con las Colonies,
a mtis de lo dicho, se co'seguiria Ia reintegraci6n de Ia Florida, cuya adqui-
sici6n hizo Inglaterra en Ia ultima paz. ya par ei derecho qtte Is Espanta tiene
a ella para en todo tiempo, y no ]a disputarian sora las Colonies, pero si
despuds, coma conquista sabre un atro, ya porque dicha Provincia sun no
forme una dle las de confederaciones, ya porque es impartantfsimo que aquel
nuevo dominia no cargue can aquells pasicidn, quc es Ia que forms precisa-
mente el Canal de Bahama, y ilega hasta el rio Mississipi y a las puertas de
ia Nueva-Orleans, con el c~lebre puerto de Panzacola en lo interior del
Seno Mericano. Ciertamente Ia Espaila no necesits de extensiones. pues las
que tiene Is gravan m~s que Ia utilizan; pero en el caso presente serfa noci-
va el perder Is ocasidn de volver a si el uso del Canal de Bahama por ambas
costss, y el dejar intraducir en el Seno Mezicano aquella Potencia estable.

tambidn pudiera Ia Espania sacar partida en Ia pesca de Terreneuve, y
asegurar algtin pedaza de su casts pars su peculiar usa.

Si ]a Francis quisiese valver a Is pasesi6n del Canadd, lo canseguiria
actualmente sin treplica de las Colonias, par cl mero hecho de su alianza y
rompimiento con Inglaterra, y fuera lo que conviniera a Ia Espanla, par que
las Colonies Unidas de Am~rica quedarIan sugetas par los dos ladlos: y habria
tin contrarresta reciproco entre Espan~a y Francis. siempre quc cusas se des-
mandasen; a m~s que en tal caso de reponerse Ia Francis en sus antiguas
doniinios, setia tumbidfl mis natural y s6lida Is garantia mutua de las dos
Pottneias con Is nueva.

Esta idea bien Is Iha tenido Ia Francis, y aun Is de former del misnio Ca-
nadd otra Republics, segun participd a V. E. en mi nilmero W5. dle 10. de
Octubre. Si aora se distrahe de ella, serd par Is nueva que ha fonnado de
que su Comercio sin atras atendenciss es Ia mayor ventaia que Ie puede
resultar de Ia separacidn de las Calanias; pero sea coma fucre, Is Florid.
siempre convendria rescatarla.

De una cosa se habian de persuadir Is Espanla y Francis, y es de que los
Ingleses no volver~n a sus Islas vencedores a batidlos de los Amenicanos,
sin aprovechar sabre su camino de las fuerzas y armamentos que tienen so-
bre aquellas mares. He dicho sabre ello a V. E. repetidlas veces en mis
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anteriores los recelos casi evidentes con que debemos aguardlarlo, y asi es-
cuso stu repetici6n.

En America, los rnotivos expresados para con ]as Colonias; en Europa
un Gibraltar y Mah6n; unos tratados de Comercio existentes gravosos al de
la Espafla. y la utilidad que habria en forrnarlos de nuevo con otra equidad;
un reducir la Inglaterra, quando estA mds ahogada que nunca, a que jamas
levantase cabeza; un buen estado de Marina en que se hallan las dos Coro-
nas Bourbonas; un metodo de rompimiento, que sin acciones aventuradas,
darfan el fruto deseable de la guerra con Is Corona BritAnica en esta oca-
si6n, son las razones con que resumno el exponer a S. M. que este pun to me-
receria su alta reflexi6n, y oir con un maduroexamen el sentir dle sus sabios
Mmnstros, para la mds acrisolada resoluci6n.

De I& Memdria de Is Francia dird tambidn, que juzgo, que aunque inde-
cisa, quisiera ella misma que el Rey Cath6lico la impeliese, y puedo opinar
asi segun he percibido en parte del Ministerio que lo deses. Creo firmemnen-
te que como no se trata dle Portugal, que ha sido siempre la piedra de toque
y soJlo de la Inglaterra, cuyo abatimiento importa tanto a [a Francis, proce-
derd 6sta con vigor y buena fe en declarAndose: y creo que todo pende de
la resolucidn del Rey N. S., y dle los tdrrnmnos con que se dirigiese esta obra.

Dios guarde a V. E. ins. as.=Paris 13 de Enero de 1777.=Ezcmo. Se-
i')or. B. L. M. de V. E.' su seg.' servidor, El Conde dle Aranda.=Ezcmo. Se-
nar Marqut~s de Grimaldi.

(A. HI. N., Estado. leg. 3884)
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APPENDIX 3

DIctamnen de Grimaldi. - i.0 Pebrero 1777. (Original)

El Pardo I." de Febrero de 1777.

Dictarnen sabre las proposiciones del Doctor Franklin y otros Diputados df
las Co'onios, con afenci6n a to que representa el emba/ador Conde
de Aranda sabre este importanle aSunto, manifestando su optlin Par
que stn ptrdida de Tiempo se proceda a /'ormalizar un rratado con7
Jos Colonos, para con eslo auxiliaries despuds aolerlamente y con vigor,
a fin de qile se puedan mantener y lograr la independencla de la In-
giaterra, quedouidose estado libre y Republicano.

La determinaci6n qtie tomaron las dos Cortes en este punto. si fuese
conforme a Is demanda y solicitud de los Diputados de las Colonias, y a to
(lite opina el Conde de .\randa; No hay dluda que serfa Io mismo que una
(inerra csde luego con la englaterra.

Pero havi~ndose tratada entre Jos dos ministenios de madrid y Versailles,
el punto dle si conventa anticiparnos, a Ia Guerra, a esperar mas adelante
a ver el semblante de las cosas, no obstante el fundado rezelo, de que In
englaterra nos Ia declare quando Ia convenga; y haviendlo quedado par parte
de Ia Esapanla pendiente su Dictamen, de las noticias y aberiguacianes de las
posibilidades de Ia Francia para poder sostener por algunos aflos una Gue-
rra con englaterra. lo que se recomend6 tambidn al citado emnba~iador del
Rey de procurar las noticias mds veridicas, coma asimismo. las disposici;-
nes de los Animos del Cristianisimo y de los individluos que componen su con-
sejo, y esto en Carts de (I) cuis respuesta, y aberiguaci6n no ha venido;
Pareze que faltando unos conozimientos tan necesarios y importantes para
el azierto dle Ia resolucidn del Rey; esta so~a circunstancia bastania para de-
cidir que no conviene par ahora entrar descubiertamente en las proposicio-
nes dle los Dipulados dle las Colonias, ni adloptar el dictamen del Conde de
Aranda.

Pero no abstante se iuzga canveniente examinar las citadas propasicio-
nes dle las Dipulados, sun independlientemente de Ia consideracioin Capital
expuesta.

Segun las uiltimas noticias se sabe que los Insurgentes se defiendlen mal.
que no resisten en ninguna parte a las Tropas del exorcito Ingles; Que han
abandanada puestas inpartantes bien fortificados con cantidad de viveres y
municiones dle Guerra que las Armas Britinicas han recuperado provincis
enteras, las que han prestado ia [a abedicncia; que este desmembramiento
del Cuerpo Unida de las Colonias, deve par necesidad disminuir su numero
de defensores, y los inedios pars mantener y continuar la Guerra; y Io re,,r
de todo; que con estos malos sucesos se han abatido las Animos y que Se
introduzia Is divjsidn divisi6n (sic]. y Ia dlesconfianza. aun entre los prilui-
pales Promotores de Ia Sublevaci6n.

Con estos antecedentes, qud seguridad havria con un Cuerpo vacilante.
que aun sin estas ultimas circunstancias no se podia coma bicn consistiente.
pama tratar con 61; empei~arnos descubiertamente, y dc cuia paso resiltaria
sin la menor dudla. un suceso tan grove coma la Guerra desdle luega con la
cnglaterra, punto que no han decidido ofun los dos soberanos.

Pero dada que se pudiera conta sabre In uni6n y consistencia deF'a
rueva Naci6n; No ha, ria fundados motivas para creer, que siendo su objto
presente y tinico, el lograr Ia Independcncia. si esta viniese conzedida rain
la englaterra: No se prestarian las Colonias L'nidas, con preferencia it cual-
quier acomoda que la propusiese Ia engloterra. mus que a cumplir lo (1.e
huviesen contratado rfln nasotros?; y desconsoladas par Ia Gjuerra. sin me-
dias. y sin estar bien araigada null sit constituci6n dIe Go\ ierno, de' qo6U~i
lidad podrian sernos estas Provincia q unidas. aunque no se Onc~ila~en con
la engiaterra?. Se Ye en sus proposiciones. las que biuii iianfitst~n su dc-
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signio de enganchariios a Ia Guerra. que ellos mismos no se juzgan en esta-
do de podernos auxiliar. pues sdlo ofrezen Ia neutralidad.

No es del caso examinar las pocas ventaias pars las dos Coronas que
presentan las dichas p3roposiciones de los Colonos hasta excluir Ia recupe-
raci6n de lo que dstas han perdido en Io ultima Guerra, pues no se duda. que
sil]as poderosas razones expuestas ariva. no disuadiesen absolutamente de
pensar en formar tratado con las Colonias undcas; Bien se prestarian dstas
a cualquiera condici6n o cessi6n que desseasen los dos Soberanos, a true-
que de empeflarlos en Ia Guerra, en Ia cual se puede temner que fundan
ahora sus solas esperanzas. despuds de los malos sucesos que han sufrido
para salir dle algun modo del empeilo en que se hallan.

No parece, pues. que convenga tomar otro partido con las Colonias ac-
tualmente que el que se ha adoptado por Is Francia; esto es, de entretenerla
en Ia esperanza que cabe se dlecidan las dos Cortes a [a guerra con engla-
ierra, o que el acaso Ia induzca, y socorrerlas bajo mano y con sigilo de lo
que necessitan para continuar a defenderse. (1)

Quando no bastasen las razones expuestas para persuadir que scala imi-
prudente e inoportuno el fortnar tratado con las Colonias en el momento
presente, afladiria peso para esta detenmnaci6n del Rey el saber que el Mi-
nisterlo de Ia Francis piensa del mismo modo, segun lo ha comunicado su
Embajadlor, refiridndonos todas las reflexiones de su Corte sobre cute punto,
con las cuales prueva que de ningun modo se deve tratar a cara descubierta
con las Colonias.

(A. H. N.. Eatedo, leg. 3M8)
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APPENDIX 4

Credencial de Franklin. - 2 Enero 1777.

The Delegates of The United Stateg of New-Hanipshire, Massachusets-
Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pensylvatia,

Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Geor-

gia. To all who shall see these presents send Grecting.

Whereas a friendly and commercial connection, between the subjects of

his Most Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, and the people of these States,

well be beneficial to both Nations. Know ye therefore, that We confiding in

the Prudence and Integrity of Benjamin Franklin, one of the Delegates in

Congress from the state of Pensylvania and a Commissioner from these Uni-

ted States to the Court of France have appointed and deputed, and by these

Presents do appoint and depute, him, the said Benjamin Franklin, full power

to communicate, treat and conclude with This most Catholic Majesty the

King of Spain, or with such Person or Persona, as shall be by him for that

purpose authoriced, of and upon, a true and sincere friendship and a firm

inviolable and universal Peace, for the Defence, Protection and Safety of

the Navigation and mutual commerce of the Subjects of this most Catholic

M:ijesty and the People of the United States, and also to enter into. end agree

upon a Treaty with his.most Catholic Majesty or such Person or Persons as

shall be by him authorized for that purpose, for assistance in Carrying on the

pre-etit War between Great Britain and the United States, and to do all other

things which may conduce to those desireable ends, and promising in good

Faith, to ratify whatsoever our said Commissioner shall transact in the Pre-

mises. Provided always that the said Benjamin Franklin shall continue to be

possessed of all the Powers, heretofore givem him as a Commissioner at the

Court of France from these States so long as he shall remain in and be Pre-

sent at the said Court.
Done in Congress at Baltimore the second day of January in the year of

our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy seven.

In testimony wereof the President by order of the said Congress hatl?

hereunto subscribed his name and affixed his seal.=Siged, Jonh Hancock

President.=Attest Charles Thomson, Secretaty.

(A. H. N., Estado, leg. 3884)
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APPENDIX 3

Carta de Franklin a Aranda. - 7 Abril 1777. (Original) (1)

Sir. Passy April 7, 1777.

I left in your Excellency's Hands, to be communicated, if you please, to
your Court, a Duplicate of the Commission from the Congress, nppointing
me to go to Spain as their Minister Plenipotentiary. But at I understand that
the Receiving such a Minister is not at present tought convenient, and I am
sure the Congress would have nothing done that might incommode in the
least a Court they so much respect, I shall therefore postpone that journey,
till circunstances may make it more suitable. And in the mean time, I beg
leave to lay before his Catholic Majesty, through the Hands of your Exce-
llency, the Propositions containd in a Resolution of Congress, dated Dec.
30 1776, videlicet:

tHis Excellency the Comte d'Aranda. That if his Catholic Majesty will
,ioin with the United States in a War against Great Britain, they will assist
,in reduing to the Possessicw of Spain the Town et Harbour of Pensacola,
,provided the Inhabitants of the United States shall have the free Naviga-
,tion of the Missisipi, and the Use of the Harbour of Pensacola; and they
twill (provided is shall be truth that the King of Portugal has insultingly
,expilled the Vessels of these States from his Ports or has confiscated any
rsuch Vessels) declare War against the said King, if that Measure shall be
,3grenble to and supported by the Courts of Spain and Frnnce.,)

It is un('erstood that the tightest Union subsists between those two Courts;
and in case they should think fit to attempt the Conquest of the English Sugar
Islands, the Congress have farther propos'd to furnisk Provisions to the
amound of two Millions of Dollars, and to join their Fleet with 6 Fregates
of not less than 24 Guns each, manned and fitted for Service; and to render
any other assistance which may be in their Power, as becomes good Allies,
without desiring for themselves the Possesion of any of the said islands.

'these Propositions are subject to Discussion and to receive such Modifi-
cations as may be found proper.

With great Respect, I have the Honour to be
Your Excellency's most obedient and most humble Servant, B. Franklin.

(A. H. N.4 E1ado, leg. 3M)
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APPENDIX 6

Credenclal de Arthur Lee. - 5 Junlo 1777. (Copla)

The Delegates of The United States of New-Hampshire, Alassachitsets-
Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Geor-
gia. To all who shall see these presents send Greeting.

Whereas a friendly and commercial cwzinection, between the subjects of
his MJost Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, and the people of these States,
well be beneficial to both Nations. Know ye therefore, that We confiding m
the Prudence and Integrity of Arthur Lee Esquire of Virginia have appoin-
ted and deputed, and by these Presents do appoint and depute, him the said
Arthur Lee, full power fo communicate, treat and conclude wih This most
Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, or with such Person or Persons, as
shall be by him for that purpose authorized, of and upon, a true and sincere
friendship and a firm inviolable and universal Peace, for the Defence, Pro-
tection and Safety of the'Navigation and mutual commerce ot the Subjects
of this most Catholic Majesty and the People of the United States, and also
to enter into, and agree upon a Treaty with his most Catholic Majesty or
such Person or Persons as:shall be by him authorized for that purpose, for
assistance in Carrying on the present War between Great Britain and the-
United States, and to do all other thing (which may conduce to those desi-
reable ends, and promising in good Faith, to ratify whatsoever our said
Commissioner shall transact in the Premises. Provided always that the said
Arthur Lee Esquire shall continue to be possessed of all the Powers, here-
tufore givefn him as a Commissioner at the Cour of France from these Sta-
tes so long as he shall remain in and be Present at the said Court.

Done in Congress at Philadelphi the fIfth day of Jur.e in te year of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy seven.

In testimony wereof the President by order of the said Congress hath
hereunto subscribed his name and affixed his seal.=Signed, Jonh Hancock
Piesident. =Attest Charles Thomson, Secretary.

(A. H. N., Eatado, leg. 384)
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APPENDIX 7

Memorial de Lee a Is Corte espaiiola.-4 Marzo 1777. (Original)

No parece que el actual estado dc Is contienda entre la Gran Bretaila y
Ia Ainerica se ho entendido tan perfectamente, que no sea necesaria uns
clara representaci6n de 6l.

La Am~rica se declar6 ya por Eslado independiente. y en dos campahas
consecutivas ha repelido los esfuerzos de Ia Gran Bretafla para reducirla.
Sin que en esta resistencia haya sido hasta aora asistida; de modo que su
infancia y desprevenida situaci6n se han compensada por su ardor, su indig.
naci6n y enthusiasmo.

Pero la Gran BretaAaduplica aora sus esfuerzos, y estA resuelta a que
a inmediata campam~a decida el hado de Ia Amdrica. En estas circunstancias
Ilega la :\mdrica a ofrecer la amistad y su comercio (del que ha privado a Ia
Gran Bretoflat a Espaila y Francia. El valor de esta oferta debe reputarse
doblado. por quanto se le priva de 6l a aquel rival y insolente enemigo que
le hubiera de tener. Por Io que se debe suponer que este es un objeto de Ia
primers rnagnitud. y digno (en ei grado mas; alto) de Ia atenci6n de ambas
Cortes. Se debe asimismo creer que Espania y Francis no desean que Ia
Gran Bretaita prevalezca en Ia actual contienda, ni el que consiga ganar a
Ia Amdrica por conquista a reconciliocimn, en cuio concepta se sigue que la
tinica cuestion del dia es Ia siguiente.

Si es politica mAs sabia el que los dos Soberanos acepten Ia propuesta
alianza, declaranduse ynmediatamente. a esperen el evento de Is campafla
siguiente.

Para juzgarla. es necesaria considerar cuil padria ser aquel. Coma Ia
Grn Bretafia est5 resuelta a hacer su mayor esfuerzo. debcmos creer que
el evento mds probable serd o Ia reduccido de America, a un acomodo, fun-
dado sobre un mutua convencimiento de sus fuerzas reciprocas, porque
vi~ndose Is Amdrica desesperada par Ia falta de uns buena asistencia desde
Europa. apresuraria su acomodo. Es constante que Ia neutralidlad de Espanla
y Francis dexa a Ia Gran Bretafla el campo abierto para obrar con toda su
fuerza. y para que resuilten dichos eventos; qualquiera de los cuales; serin
en gran mancra perjudiciales a ambas naciones y ventaxosos a so enemigo.
Si Ia Gran Bretafla conquistase la Amdrica, serd en su mano on poderoso
ynstrumento. pars menearlo a so voluntad contra dichas naciones: y que Wse
no quedara sin exercicia, por mocha tiempo nadie lo debe dudar, si conoce
que Ia corte de Ia Gran Bretafla se halla bien ynformada de que a lo menos
se ha niirado con alguna proteccidn a aquello. que la llama o titula Is mif
pelivrosa rebeii6n, asi coma no ignora el que Ia cabeza de aquella Corte es
de un temperamenta que jamas lo alvida ni perdona. Si se verificase Ia
reunion par acomodo, se perderin las mismas ventaxas y se deben temer las
mismas consequencias, par cuia razdn no puede el fin de Ia campafla con
tods probabilidad prometer momenta tan favorable para Ia efectiva ynterpa-
sicion de espafla y Francia que el actual, y tddla humans congetura Ia haria
infructuosa.

A Ia verdad. qlud tienipo padra praporcionarse mis favorable que el pre-
sente, en que Ia Gran Bretafla se ye tan sumnamente oprimida par las que aI-
guna vez fueron sus Colonias, que Ia ballanza entre ambas se mira dodosa.
ni tampoco debe dudarse que el aditamento, de Espanla a Francis, y mocha
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menos de ambas, harfa quo ]a Amdrica proponderase y so separase de ia In-
glaterra para siempre; conqlud padrd haber objeto mis precioso que privarla
de esta grande y crecedera :fuente de su mercantil riqueza. su marina y sus
Dominios. La corte Britdnica estd tan persuadida de que Ia pdrdida de la
Amdrica seria un efecto ynevitable de una guerra Europea. quo a nada tome
ni~s. de modo que no hay hombre en squelia nscidn que no lo conosca, y es
par esto que el Rey so ve precisado en todlas sus Arengas a asegurar al
Parlamento Ia tranquilidad de Europa, pars de esta suerte animarlos a mante-
ner su guerra con Is Amdrica, par esto mismo ha trabajado tanto, pars impe-
dir el rompimiento ontre Espafla y Portugal, haviondo par diltimo ronunciado
a dste. Ddbese suponer fixamente quo [a Gran Brotatia tolerari quaiquier
cos hasta ei punto de un cruel y abierto acto de hostilidad, par no ompe-
flarso en una guerra con Estado siguno de Europa, mientras dure su contien-
da con Ia Amdrica. Durante Ia ultima guerra proveid Ia Amdrica de daco mil
marineros y veinte mil hombres doe troa, do los qusles so ye oy privada 13

Gran Bretafls, y son ay Lfstos triplicados enemigas contra ella. El comercio
de Ia Amdrica (segun lo declard el Sr. Pitt quo fud quien conduzo Is uiltima
guerra) fud el quo Is hizo triunfar en olsa. y ei todo de aquel comercia so
mira oy contra Ia Gran Bretafla. En Amdrica so provolan pars todas Las ex-
pediciones contra las islas de Espafla y Francis, y cionde ella podris ara
ynvadirse felizmente sus propias islas, y, en una psiabra podris batirse a Ia
Gran Bretafta con todas squellas ventaxas que on Ia uiltima guerra Ia liena-
ron do felicidades, porqueo .qud pudiers acantecer quo Ia libortase do expe-
nimentar el amargo rebds do su fortuns?. jQud politics puede itrnpedir a los
dos Soberanos, cuys prosperidad es yncampatible con el poder de aquella.
para malograr una oportunidad cowa esta de humillaris, quando, si se pierde.
puede no bolverla a tenor jamis?. Si1 In Gran Bretafls consigue par otra vez
reesforzarse con Ia Amitrica, bien sea par conquistsa oacomoda, seri en vano
amenazarla con la guerra, porquo como a Is Amdrica hasta sors s6lo so Is
ha contemplado coma a Hi-rcules en Is cuns, Ia Gran Bretafla, unida do
nuevo con un poder tan crecedero. reinan sabre su aborrecido, y soni el
irresistible drbitro do Europa. Este, piles, es el mamonto en que el poder
do Espaila y Francia podri contar las alas do su buelo para siempre.
Uno do los cuerpas nfis rospotables do Inglaterrs, duzo a su Soborano
con gran propiedad y espiritu haco cosa do dos aflos: cQue sus Ministros
sprecipitabon la nacidn a una situacidn en la qual. sdio el sutrir a sits riva-
oles, podria Iibertarla de destruirse.. Ests es seguramonte squells situaci6n
quo ocurre en ei din y el resto se halls en manos do Espafla y do Francis.=
Arthur Lee, (1) Commissioner Plenipotentiary from the Congress of the
United Staites of America.=Burgos March 4 th. 1777.

(A. H. N.. Estedo. leg. 31113. Eziste en In,1gu9mimnuta.autdgrefa
do Lee y firmed& por CI wn of Memo logn oa)

(1) Firms 7 titulo en ingI4S del dacumewita son outdpmfas de Lee.
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APPENDIX 8

Carta de Arthur Lee a Aranda. - 9 Diclembre 1777. (Original)

Count D'Aranda.
I have the honor of Inclosing to your Excellency the Copy of a Memorial

presented to his Excellency Count Vergennes, by the Commissioners of Con-
gress for this Court.

The knowledge I have of the great veneration entertaind by the United
States, for the this of Spain, d'affectlon for the people, enablesme to assure
your Excellency, that nothing will give them greater joy, than the happy
conclusion of a firm et lasting treaty of Amity et Commerce between the two
Nations.

Permit me therefore to hope that your Excellency will co-operate with the
favorable disposition of this Court, In bringing the treaty, formerly propos'd,
to a speedy conclusion.

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect et consideration.
Your Excellency most obedient mos humble servant.=Arthur Lee.=Com-

missioner plenipotentiary for the Court of Spain.=
Dec. 9th. 1777.J

(A. H. N., Estado, leg. 3884)
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APPENDIX 9

Memorial presenfado por los Diputados nmerlcatios a las corles

espaflola y francesa. - Septlembre 1777. (Original) (I)

To Is Fxcellency the Count de Vergennes Minister for Ibe foreigin Affair"-
of Fraiice etc. etc.

And to his Excellency the Count d'Aranda Embassador of Spain, etc,
A Memorial from the Commissioners of the United States of America.
The Congress some Months since acquainted uts, that HX.X) Sutits of Clo-

thes will he wanted for their Army next Winter: Also a Number of brass Can-
ijofs, Fusils, Pistols, etc. and n large Quantity of Naval Stores.

To pay for these, they acquainted uts that they had puirchased great pa1nn-
titieb of Tobacco, Rice, Indigo, Pot=Ash, and other I'roduice of (t#,e Country

which thiey woluld forward to uts ns soon the great Difftcultieg of prectiring
Ships, and Mariners for thre Merchatit -Service, with Colvo)ys of Force inf-
ficient. could he snirmionted.

They als(r dlirected uts to borrow two Millions Sterling in Europa on the
Credit of the United State,,;- which Stim, if the Lean could have beoen efftcted
here, wouild have been, as the most profitable in the ManufRctures of these
K~ingdoms, greall- to the Adventage of their People, not only encouraging
and encreasinrw their present Indusqtry, but, by introducing the knowledeze of
their Manufactures and1 Produce, and the Taste for them, would have been
the Source of greAt future Commerce.

['lie Loand was found to he, iii otir presens ci rcunstanc es, difficult; and
without the Aid of sonic credit from France Find Spain teems impracticable.

A\nd the Ships bringing the Produicts of America to us,., have been inter-
cepted, sonic by Trep'.chei *y of the Seamen, but chiefly by the Enlemy's Ships
of War, which, with the D~ifficulty aOve mentioned of finding Shipls, 3nd the
Blocking_ tip of our Ports, hasl'eft its hitherto disappointed of the expected
Remit tanceCs.

U I Frmtice, having rictnelly furnished uts wvith some Monie y en regular
Paymnents, and kindly promised us- a continuance of them: and Spain having
given its Expectations of considerable Aids, though without specifying the
Quaintity, the Commissioners conceiving it woutld not be less than jvhat Fran-
cc was giving, and( itnpresS'l with the urgvent Necessity of the Clotheing, etc.
venitired to order 3010X) Suits: and have ilko sent or contracted for con-
?;idlerable Quiantities of Arms and other Necessaries for which they are in-
deb ted.
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Spain after furnishing us with 1.870.500 Livs. In money, and some Naval
Stores sent dire'tly from her Ports (the Value not yet known to us) has
desisted.

And the Commissioners find themselves extreamly embarrased by their En-
gagements, and likely to be discredited with their constituents by the Expecta-
tions they have given of effectual aids from France and Spain, if not a Diver-
sion thath might be favourable to the States: But the worst Is the Prejudice
their cause and Country must suffer by the Disappointment of Supplies.

The Commissioners received soon after their arrival, kind assurances of
the amity of France and Spain, and substantial Proofs of It which will ever
be remembered with gratitude.

They by Authority from the Congress, offer'd Proposals for a Treaty of
Commerce, and for uniting the force of the States with that of France and
Spain, in conquering for those Crowns the English Sugar Islands, with
other advantages et Stipulations, in case Britain should commence the War
on Account of the Aids granted to us: which Proposals the Commissioners
hope were not disagreable, and have long expected with Anxiety an Answer
to them.

Some late Proceedings in France relating to our armed Wessels and
their Prizes, and to the Exportation of warlike Stores, and the cessation of
Supplies from Spain, might occassion a Doubt that the Disposition of those
Courts towards the United States Is changed, if the Commissioners had not
the fullest Confidence in those dispositions as being well-founded In the
true Interest of these Kingdoms, and as it is conceived no cause has been
given on the Side of America for their Diminution.

They therefore ascribe the late Strictnesses in France to the Clrcumstan-
ces of the times; and the Stoppage of Supplies from Spain to the Inattention
occassfoned by occupation In other great Affairs.

And t1,ey hope that a little time will remedy both the one and the other.
In the mean while, they request a present Supply proportioned to their

wants, which will appearby by the annexed Estimate..
France and Spain (as they have represented in a former Memoir) will be

greatly Gainers by the american Commerce In Went of Products and Manu-
factures, Increase of People by furnishing more Employment, Increase of
Shipping and Seamen and of course Naval Power, while Britain Ii dimini-
sheld tind wenkned In proportion, which will make the Difference double.
But they offer these advantages, not as putting them to Sale for a Price, but
as Ties of the Friendship they wish to cultivatewith these Kingdoms.

And knowing that after a Settlement of their States In Peace, a few years
will enable them, to repay the Aids that may now be lent them, they with the
more freedem ask greater Assistance by way of Lean, than they would pre-
sume to ask way of Subsidy.

But if those Powers apprehend that the Granting such Aid may be one
means of occasioning a War between them and Britain, and the present
circunstnnces retider such a War not eligible; and if they therefore decline
tile some, and would advise the Americans to make Peace; it Is requested
tliat these Courts as Friends of te United States, would assist them with
their Advice and Influence in the negotiation, that their Liberties with the
Freedom of Commerce may be maintened.
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And they farther request to be explicitly informed of the present Inten-
tions of these Courts respecting the Promises, that they may communicate
as much of the same to the Congress as may be neccessary for 'he Regula-
ting of its Conduct, and preventing the Mis aprehensions liat ihe late Proce-
ding above mentioned may other wise occasion.

They can assure your Excellencies that they have no Account of any
Treaty on foot in America for an accommodation; nor do they believe there is
any: Nor have any Propositions been made by them to the Court of England,
nor any the smallest Overture received fromthence which they have not al-
ready communicated; the Congres having the fullest confidence in the good
Will and Wisdom of these Courts, et having accordingly give us Orders to en-
ter into no Treaty with any other Power inconsistent with the Propositiols
made to them, if those Propositions are likely to be accepted; and to act with
their Advice and Approbation. And the Commisioners are firmely of opinion
that nothing will induce the Congres to accommodate on the Terms of an ex-
clusive Commerce with Britain, but the despair of obtaining effectual Aid and
support from Europa.

But us it probuble that the England is not yet sufficiently weakned or
hu.mble to agree to any equitable Terms of Accommodation; et as the United
States with are Aid much less than would be spent by France and Spain in
case of their entering inte the War, will be enabled to continue it with En-
gland as long us may be neccessary, the Commissioners request that those
Powers would resolve upon Granting such subsidy as may be sufficient for
the Purpose; or otherwise lend to the said States the Sum thev desire of two1 ,1

miillions Sterling at the Interest of six for cent which they have all reason tb
beleive they shall be well able to pay after an happy finishing of le War, and
which they mean punctually to perform.

Dated at Passy this... of September 1777.=B. Franklin.=Sllas Deane.=
Arthur Lee.(Rubricudos todos menos Lee).

(A. H. N., gEtado, leg. 3iI)
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Estado-presupuesto, unido al memorial anterior.

Sepliembre 1777. (Original) (I)

Estimate & &.

Ballance of Mr. Grand's Amst. rendered June
10 1777......... . 664.173. 1.1

Payments the August 14 1777 .. 170.196.11.1
Drafts since that time by the Commissioners

by Mr. Williams ... suppose .... 30.000. 0.0
Agreements are made for 30.000 Suits Cloaths

suppose them to cost 35 livres each 1.050.000. 0.0
Ditto ... for 1.000 Fusees . ..... 18.000. 0.0
Ditto ... 100.000 pd. Copper et Tin for caszing

cannon . ......... 150.000. 0.0
Ditto ... 100 Tons Salt Petre . . ... 110.000. 0.0

Ditt for Shoes, for Piasis & eegaled by Mr.
Williams including also the Ship for carrying
oat the Goods suppose . ..... . .2&3.00. 0.0

Repairs of several Vessels... suppose 50.00. 0.0
Paid Mr. Delap of Amat. ...... 40.000. 0.0
Cordage, anchori, & for a 64 Cun Ship . 200.000. 0.0
To compleat & load the Ship In Holland the

least sum will be.... .... 550.000. 0.0
Mr. Grand recelv'd July 10 th.. .. .... 500.000. 0.0
Ballance against the Commissioners by their

Estimate. ..... .... 1.454.018.10.0

2.618.196.11.1

Ballance as above. ....... 1.454.018.10.0
To be recelv'd In October ,...... 500.000. 0.0
Ballarce against the Commissioners after re-

ceiving the Sum of 500.000 will be . . . 954.018.10.0

1.454.018.10.0

BaUsace as above 954.018.10.0 is carried over
to the next Page. ..... . . 954.018.10.0

Ballance against the Commissioners brought
from last page. ...... . . 954.018.10.0

Blankets, Shirts. Then. Cloths, Brass cannon & many other articles
essentially neccesary are not reckoned, they will amount to a very consi-
derable Sum.

For instance

80.000 Blankets at 7 libres..... . 560.000. 0.0
80.000 Shirts 4 . ...... 320.000. 0.0
20.000 Shoes 3.. 10. .. . .. 70.000. 0.0
10.000 Sterkings already both .... 15.000. 0.0
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70.(JXJ ditto evnnted .... ..... . 106.000. 0.0
100 Tons Powder... wanted . . . . 200.000. 0.0

Brass cannon cannot be estimated at present .

The Sum which the Commissioners will be In-
debted in October..... . .. 2.244.018.10.0

The Commissioners orders are for 80.000.Suits
of Cloaths compleat, but only 30.000 are or-
dered, to compleat tius Order will they want. 1.750.000

To give each soldier 2 Shirts.... . . 320.000
00.0X0O pair of Shoes ....... 210.000
Furniture for 3.000 Horse 4....450.000
Brass cannon ordered will 9t least amount. . 2.000.000
Adding the charge of transportation & expen-

ses of every kind, these goods must be sent
In armed vessels the Congress have ordered
eight ships of War of the Line . . 3.000.000

To be purchased which will amount to. . . 7.730.000

The ships or war may now be purchased & probably for the money they
are estimated at: they are absolutely neccessary as will for the carrying out
the Goods & Stores engaged at to open the Commerce & bring bach the pro-
ductions of America for Payment of the Sum wanted.

The estimate does n~t include many neccessary articles, as the Congress
could if their Trade was protected by eigbt Ships of the Line, procure them
in Exchange for their Productions.

(A. H. N., Estado, leg. 3864)
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APPENDIX 10

Carta de Diego Gardoqui a Arthur Lee. - 17 Febrero 1777.
(Mlnuta) (2)

Madrid 17 th. Feby. 1777.

Arthur Lee, Esquire.

Sir.
My person et house in the comercial way are well knowni to the Colunies

not only on account of ouir long stnandg Correspondance of .0. to 40. years,
hut alio on (hat of the true affection with which we have endeavotird to

serve thmcn. I am hitely arriv'd at Madrid oin some particular affairs which
have ocassioi'd my treating with the Minister of State, who have loour'd
me with the priicipal affairg of Europe, among which I have tuk'd about
your coineing from Paris to Spain undoubtedly with the design of treating
oil the subjects of the Coloneis as I judge they have already done et conli-

"ue doinug at sid Paris, but having hear'd that in such a small place as Ma

drid it vould be absoity ympossible to remain yncog either by your own or
any other name et yiu would of course be spied by the Gentleman here who
have a real lhiterest thereon, et consequcenly you could not treat with the mi-
nisters without hurting the Coloneis in the highest degree by your own doings,
et besides yot would set this Court at variance without success, I judge yott
will ymprove of tl e oportunity which offers by chance et, I think, is an exce-

lent one et have therefore no objection to hint it you being filly assur'd
that it will cause no displeasure here. The Marquis of Grimaldi yntends to

set out soon for Biscay et I propose the same for my house at Bilbao all
which we shall so manage as to meet one et the other at Vitorla where we

shull tarry uder some good desguisse until our mutuall arrivall et as this

noble Minister has had to this day the entire direction of all affairs et is of
course fally acquainted with his Majesty's yntentions, beleive it Is the only
person wilh whom you might treat either in said place or In some Country
house that might be pick'd up for the purpose, et avoid thereby the yncon-
viniences which must ynevitably follow by your comeing to Madrid. By the

afire said beleive I have giving you a further proof of my attachment the

Coloneis et I must also add with all truth that the principal persons here are
of thes same opinion, altlho the present state of affairs obliges them to make

no shew thereof; In short Sir I hope you will eprove of my propos'd *method

being the safest et most natural to carry on the wiew of both parteis et beg

you would give me an answer thro' the same hands as the present will be

deliver'd you, doubting not but you will tarry at said Vitoria until we get

there et you will also observe, that you will be at full liberty to proceed to

Madrid If you should Judge proper after you have talk'd over the matter with

said nobleman which being wath ocures subscrive.

(A. H. N., Estado leg. 3883)
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APPENDIX 11

Credenclal de .J. Jay. - 29 de Septiembre de 1779. (Copla)

The dcle, Kta,. ''f United States of new Hlumpshire, Massachusets-Bay,
RWiode-slhand and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-Yorck, New

rscy, Punusilvania, Delaware, Mariland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
"irolina, and Ge()rgia in Congress assembled.
To all vho shill see these Presents send Greeting.
Wherucas an Intercourse between the subjets of his Catholic Majesty

Md the citizens of these United States, founded on the principles of equality
Reciprocity, and Frien&;, hip, may be of muttual advantage to both Nations,
eind it being the sincere desire of the United States to enter into a treaty of
Alli nce, and of amity, and coimnerce vith his Catholic Majesty: Know ye
therefore, that we conilding in the integrity, prudence, and ability of the
honorable John Jay, Esquire, late President of Congress, and Chief Justice
of the state of New York, nominated and constituted, and by these presents
do nominate, and constitute him the said John Jay our Ministe- Plenipoten-
tiary givi,,g him full power, general and special, to act in that quality, to
,:onfer, treat, agree and conclude with the Ambassador or Plenipotentiary
Of his Catholic Majesty vested with equal powers, of and concerning a treaty
Of amity and commerce and of alliance and whatever shall be so agreed
dnd concluded, for its lind in our names to sign, and thereupon make such
treaty, or treaties, conventions, and agreements as he shall judge con-
formable to the ends we have in view, in as ample forme, and with the same
t:ffect as if we were personally presents, and acted therein. Hereby promi-
sing in good Faith that we will accept, ratify fulfill and execute whatever
shall be agreed, concluded, and signed by our said Minister Plenipotentiary,
and that we will never nct, nor .uffer any person to act contrary to the
g:ame, in the whole or in any part. In Witness whereof we have caused these
presents to he given in Congress at Philadelphia the 29 day of September in
(le year of rur Lord 1779, and in te 4 th. of our independence.

Sigmied by the: President and sealed with his seal. (Signed) Samuel Hun-
i iiaton, 11,csiih:mH.--(i. S.) Attest.-Chares honison, Secretary.

(A. t. N., Estpdo, leg. 3A83. Existen ad.ni's otros do-
ejemnphires de e.ttn credencial ei el misn-o Archtvo y
So ccidin, leg. 39I91 bis, expediente 8, documentos 13 y !9).
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APPENDIX 12

Despacho de J. Jay a [lorldablanca.- 0 Marzo 1780.
(Original) (1)

Cadis 61h. March 1780.

Sir.
I have been honored with your Encellenc3 's favor of the 24th. ullimo,

which did not come to my hands till sometime after its arrival.
The sentiments which his Majesty is pleased to entertain of me, togheter

with the polite manter in which your Excellency hHs been so obliging as to
express them, demand my warmest ackuowle6gemets; and give additionel
force to the many motives, which render me desirous of a permanent union
between his Majesty and the United States.

The honor and Probity wich have ever characterized the conduit of
Spain, togheter with the exalted reptation, which his Majesty has acquired
by being an eminent Example of both, have induced the People of the United
States to repose the highest confidence in the proofs they have recieved of
his friendly disposition towards them, and to consider every engagement
with this Monarchy, as guarantied by that faith, and secured by that inge-
niousness, which have so gloriously distinguished his Majesty, and this King-
dom, among the Princes et Nations of the earth.

Permit me to request the favor of your Excellency to assure his majesty,
that the people of the United States are convinced, that virtue alone can ani-
mate and support their Qovernments; and that they can in no other way es-
tablish and perpetuate a national character, honorable to themselves et their
posterity; than by an uhshaken adherence to the Rules, which Religion,
Morality ant Traties may prescribe for their conduct. His royal mind may
also persuaded, that gratitude will never cease to add the influence of incli-
nation to the power of duty, in rendering them sollicitous for the happiness
et prosperity of these generous nations, who nobly strengthened their oppo-
sition to a torrent of oppresion, and kindly aided in freeing them from the
Bondage of a nation, whose arrogance and injustice had become destructive
to the Rights of mankind, and dangerous to the peace and tranquility of
Christendom.

Having therefore the most perfect conviction that the candor and benig-
nity of his Majesty's intentions, are equal to the uprightness and sincerity of
these of Congress; I shall set out in a few days for Madrid, with the pleasing
expectation that there will be little delay or difficulty, In adjusting the terms
of a union, between a magnanimous monarch and a virtuous People, who wis-
hes to obtain by an alliance with each other, only reciprocal benefits and inu-
tual advantages.

I have the honor to be with perfect respect et consideration etc.. -John
Jay.=His Excelleny the Court de Florida Blance.

(A. H. N., Eatado, leg. 3881 big, exp. 8, doc. 8)
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APPENDIX 13

Carts de J. Jay a Floridablanca. - 12 Mayo 1780. (Original) (1)

Private

Aranjuez 12th. may 17890.

Sir.
It is the utmost reluctance that I can prevail upon myself, to draw your Ex-

cellency's attention from the great objects that perpetually engage it, but the
Liberality, Frankness, and candor which distinguished your conduct towards
me the last evening, has Impressed me with such correspondent sentiments
of Delicacy, as to piace me in a most disagreable situation.

Deeply sensible of the benefitR recieved by my couniry from this illus-
trious ally, prompted by duty and inclination to act, not only with the highest
integrity, but thf. grefitest frotikiier-s, towards him et his Ministers; and In.
fluenced hy the good opinion I have imbibed of the Talents attachment et
prudence of the Count de Moatmorin. I have given him and his Court assu-
raj. .es. thint he should reciave from me all that confidence, which these con-
siderstion- dictate. These rtssurances were sincere Ihave most strictiv cn-
formed to thenm and 1,; no circumstanccs of delicacy forbid It, I have coinmu-
nicaited to him the information I gave your Excellency relative to american
offnirs. et the resolution-of Congress for drawing Bills iipon me -These
being the only tranisaction s within my knowledge et department. which re-
lated to that proposed contection between Spain and America, for thle ac-
complishlment of which, the King of France has heen plested to interpose
his kind offices with his Catholic Mnjesty. But Sir! my healing will not allow
me to permit the confidpnce due to one gentlement. interfere with that which
may be duie to another. Honor preqcrihe,; limit to each, which no considera-
tion can tempt me to violate. Youi qiokc to me the last evening In tile cha-
racter of a private gentleman as well as a public Minister. et in both without
reserve. Let me entreat your Excellency therefore, to inform me wheter I
amr to consider youir cnfrences with me. in the whole or in part. as confi-
dentinl9. I am nrlied of the delicacy of his question.-I wish I could know
votir sentiments without putting it. I assure you my eqteem et respcct is ton
sincere an too Lyreat, niot to mnke tile regret every measure thilt cnn give
You an uneasy sension-On this occnsion I am urged by justice to v'ou as
well as. myqelf: and that must he my anoloev. -Unproicticed in the Wnvs of
Courts, I rejoice in finding thnt I nm to trnnsact the hu.;iness commited to
me with a gentleman who adorns his exalted ststion with virtues as well as
talents, and looks don won th-it system et finese and Clufrane, which, howe-
ver prevalent, wisdom rejects ind probity dislipproves.

With sentiments of attachment ct esteemi, I hnvv the honuor to be your
Excellency's most obedient et most humble servant, John Jay.=H-is Exce--
llency tile count de Florida Blanco.

(A. H-. N., E-stado, leg. 3884 bia, ezp. 8, doc. 22)
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APPENDIX 14

Despacho de J. Jay a Floridablanca. - 9 JunJo 1780. (Original)

Aranjuez 9th. June 1780.

Sir,
The propositions which your Excellency did me the honor to send me on

the 7th. inst. have been considered with all the attention which their great
importance demands.

The evidence they contain of his Majesty friendly disposition towards
the United States, will I am persuaded make correspondent impressions on
the Citizens of America; and permit me to assure you that his Majesty desire
of contributing to my personal satisfaction, by measures conducive to the
welfare of my Country, has excited my warmest acknowledgement and at-
tachment.

The enlarged Ideas my constituens entertain of the power, wealth and
resources of Spain, are equal to these they have imbibed of the wisdom and
Probity of his Catholic Majesty; and of that noble and generous system of
Policy, which as induced him to patronage their cause, and by compleating
their separation from Great Pritain effectually to disarm the latter. Such
wise and liberal designs, folloved by such great and extensive consequences,
would add a bright page to the annales of a reighn, already signaliced by im-
portant Events. It is therefore with deep Regret that Congress would re-
ceive information, that the aid they sollicit, small when compared with their
Ideas of the resources of Spain, has been rendered impracticable by the ex-
oenses of a war, which on the part ;of Spain, is of a recent date. Nor will
their disappointment be less than their regret, when they find their credit di-
minished by the failure of a measure, from the success of which they expected
to raise it. The kind proposition of his Majesty to become responsible at
the expiration of two years for the amount of the bills in question, and that
even with interest: is a proof of his goodnefs, by which I am confident, the
United States will consider themselves greatly obliged. But when it is con-
sidered, that bills of Exchange, immediately on being drawn and sold, beco-
me a medium in Commerce, and pass thro' various hands, in satisfaction of
various mercantile contracts; that the Drawer and: every Indorser become
responsible for their credit at every transfer; and that the object of the Mer-
chants last holding the bills, as well as of all other Merchants, is money in
hand or actively employed in Trade, and not money lying still at an interest
greatly Inferior to the usual profits to be gained in Commerce. I say, on con-
sidering these things, it appears tome almost certain, that althous no ob-
jection can be made to the good faith of his Majesty, which is acknowledged
by all the world; yet that the last holders of the bills will prefer recovering
the amount of them with the usual damages on protests, to a delay of payment
for two years with interest. Should these bills therefore meet with this fate
his Majesty will readly perceive its Influence on the credit, operations and
feelings of the United States; in the Commoncause; ;n the hopes and Spi-
rits of the Enemy.

The necessity of Prudence which detains his Majestys treasure in his Ame-
ricans Dominions is an unfortunate circumstance, at a time when it migth be
usefully employed.

There is never the less room to hope, that the great superiority of the
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would rather that the United States should be without money than without
good faith, and therefore neither my own Principles of action nor the Rea-
pect due to his Majesty and to the Reputation of my Country, will ever suffer
me (if liy authority extended so far) to enter into any contracts which I had
not the highest reason to beleive would be fully, fairly, et punctually per-
formed on the Part of my Constituents.

Nor in case his Majesty sould think proper to cause Frigates to be
built in America, can I encourage your Excellency to expect that they
could be easily manned there for Cruises. The fact is, that the Ame-
rican Frigates often find difficulties in compleating their compliments, prin.
cipally because the Seamen prefer going in Privateers, which are numerous
and too useful to be discouraged. The desighn of preparing an Arma-
ment to intercept the English East Indiamen appears to me very judi.
cious. The Enemy draw their resources from commerce; to annoy the one
therefore is to injure the other. Before the present war, there were several
but not a great many Americans, well acquainted with the route of the East
Indica mer; But wether any number of these men could now be secretly co-
llected is uncertain, for if by a particular selection of and Inquiry for them.
the Enemy should become apprized of desing, They would naturally take
measures to frustrate it. For my part, I should suppose that many of these
men are not necessary, and that the proper number may be had from Prance It
not from America. The idea of the United States cooperating In the execution
of this Plan, is flattering, and the terms proposed generous; but so far as
their cooperation will depend on the building of Frigates there as proposed,
it cannot be effected from their want of money. Whether the American frga-
tea could be employed in such an e'iterprize - that is - whether the services
tor which they may be already destined, will admit of it. are with other si-
milar circumstances, necessary to be know before that question could possi-
bly be answered. The distance from America and the lenght of time necessa-
ry to ask for, and receive information and instructions from thence, is such,
that it would probably be more expedient, that engagements for these purpo-
ses should be discussed and concluded there, than here. The circumstances
the United States, while inverted, will be more fluctuating than these of
Spain. and measures in which they might conveniently embark at one period,
may shortly after be rendered impracticable by the vicissitudes of war.

It is further to be observed that a people rising amidst such terrible
struggles, with an extensive country to defend, and that Country invaded,
et ia it were on fire, in several places at once, are not in good condi ion
for forelghn enterprises. But on the contrary. that it must generally be their
interest, and of consequence ther policy, to keep their forces and strength at
home, till the expulsion of their Enemies shall afford them leisure et oppor-
tunities for distant and offensive operations. Wenewer this period shall
arrive, his Majesty may be assured that the United States will not remain
idle; but that, Impelled by resentments too deep and too just to be transitory,
as well as by unshaken attachment to their friends, they will persevere
with firmness and constancy In the common cause, and cheerfully unite their
ciforts with these of France and Spain. in compelling the common Enemy to
accept of reasonable terms of Peace. I can also with great confidence assure
your Excellency that the United States will be happy in every opportunity
wich may offer during the war, of joining their arms to these of Spain, and in
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allied fleets and armaments in the American seas, will in the course of a year
or eighteen months render its transportation safe and easy; and that the
greatei part of it may arrive, before the bills in question would become paya-
ble. This will appear more probable, when the time necessary to sell these
bills, and the time which will be consumed in their passage from America,
and the time which will be employed in their journey from different Parts of
Europa to this place are all added to the half a year which is allowed for the
payment of them after they have been presented.

I am authorized and ready to engage and pledge the faith of the United
State- for the punctual repayment with interest and with in a reasonable term,
of any sums of money which his Majesty may be so kind as to lend them.

As to the aids heretofore supplied to the United States, I am without infor-
mation relative to the precise terms on which they were furnished, as well
as their amount. When I left Congress they appeared to met not to pos-
Iess full et positive intelligence. I ascribe this not to omissions in their
Commissioner, who there had the direction of their affairs, but to those
miscarriages and accidents to which the communication of intelligence to a
distant country is liable in time of war. If it should appear proper to your
Excellency to order that I be furnished with and accurate and fall state of
these transactions, I will do myself the honor of transmitting them imniedia-
tely to Congress, and as they happened prior to my appointement, I shall
request particular instructions on the subject. With respect to the plan pro-
posed for the Repayment of such sums as Spain may lend to the United Sta-
tes, viz., by the latters furnishing the former with Frigates etc.. I beg leave
to submit the following remarks to your Excellencys consideration. In the Uni-
ted States there are, Timber, Iron, Masts, Shipwrights, Pitch. Tar at Turpenti-
e and Spain can furnish the other requisites. But neither the Timber, the

Iron, the Mast, or other Articles can be procured without money. The Con-
gress are In great want of money tor the immediate purpose of self defence,
for the maintenance of their armies, and vessels of war, and for all the other
expenses incident to military operations The Congress pressed by their ne-
cessities, have emitted bills of credit, till the depreciation of them forbid
further Emissions.

They have made loans from their Great and good Ally, and in aid of the
system of gaining supplies by taxation et domestic loans, they have, for
the reasons which I have already had the honor of explaining to your Exce-
Ilency, drawn upon me the bills before mentioned. These bills will be sold In
the United States for paper money, and that money will be immediately
wanted for the purpose I have enumerated.

If therefore this money was to be turned in .u Frigates, the obvious Ends
of drawing those Bills would not be attained. The war against the United
States hath reged without intermission for six years already, and it will not be
In their power to pay their debts during its further continuance, nor until the
retain of peace and uninterrupted commerce shall furnish them with the
means of doing it.

That excellent frigates and other vessels may be built in America, cues-
per than in Europe, I am persuaded. And I know that Congress will cheerfully
give every aid in their power to facilitate the execution of any plan of that
kind which his Majesty may adopt, but, Sir, their necessities will not permit
them to supply money to these purposes; and I should deceive your Exce-
llency with delusive Expectations. were I to lead you to think otherwise. I
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coopernting wilh them in aiy expeditions which circumstances may render
(xpedieit ag-dist the Floridas or other objects. The Americans would most
cheerfilly fight by the sides of the Spaniards and by spilling their blood in
the snoie C11se and on the same occassions, convince them of their ardent
desire to become their faithful iends and stedlast Allies

I cannot privail upon myself to conclude, without expressing to your Ex-
cellency my apprehension of the ansiety and painfull concern, with which
Congress vould receive Intelligence of the Failure of their bills; especially
after the expectations they have been induced to conceive of the successful
iqsue of their affairs here. What conclusions the Euibmy would draw from
the Inability of Spain to advance the Sum in question, even so men actually
iii arms against Britain, I foibear to mention, nor would it become me to point
on the several evil consequences flowing from such an event, to those who
enjoy from nature and Experience more discernment that I am beseech with.

I still flditer myself that soin Expedients may be devised to surmount
the present difficulties, and the harvest of Laurels now ripening for his Ma-
jesty in America, will not be permitted to wither for want of watering
Influenced by this hope I shall delay transmitting any intelligence respecting
this matter to Congress, till tour Excellency shall be pleased to communica-
te his Majesty further pleasure in the subject.

I have the honour to be with very sincere respect and Esteem.=Your
Excellencys most obedient et most humble servant, John Jay.=HIs Excellen-
cy The Count de Florida Blanca.

(A. H. N., Estado, leg. 3884

58



APPENDIX 15

Despacho de J. Jay a Floridablanca. - 22 Junto 1780. (Original) (2).

Madrid 22d. June 1780.

Sir,
I have received the note which your Excellency did me the honor to write

on the 20th. instant, and I take the earliest opportunity of expressing my
thanks for your Excellency permission to accept the bille inentioned in it.
whi,:h I have accordingly done. Agreable to your Excellencys reconmenda-
tion in the first conference, I have turned my thoughts very seriously to the
objects which were the subjects of it, relative to the bills drawn upon me,
They were two

1. the means of paying these bills.
2. the proposed contract with America for light vessels etc..
Wilh respect to the first, it appeared to me that the principal difficulty

was removed by your Excelloncy' informing me that gat the end of the pre-
sent year it would bc in your. power to advance twenty five, thirty or forty
thousand pounds sterling)). I lence I inferred, that as much time would be

takeii up in the sale negotiation and transmission of these bills, and as so long
a space as six months was assigned for their payment after being presented
that the sums which it would be in your Excellency's power to advance at the
(:nd of the year, would probably be equal to the amount of the bills which
would the become payable; and that in the mean time such further means
might be provided, as would obviate difficulties with respect to those which
might aftervards become due. When I reflected that I was Stranger to the
resources of Spain, and that your Excellency's acknowledged abilities com-
prehended all the objets and combinations necessary in determining what
supplies they were cupable of affording, and the manner and means most
proper for the purpose, it appeared to me in the light of Presumption to
hazard to your Excellency any propositions on the subject.

Secoiidly on considering the proposed Contract, it become important to
distinguish between the building these vessels with the money of the United
States, or with that of Spain. The latter was very practicable, and I gave
your Excellency that opinion in my letter of the eth. instt.. The former on the
cotrary appeared to me not to be withifl the power of the United States,
and candor obliged nie to make this known to your Excellency fn the same
letter. I know it to be impossible for Congress consistent with good faith, to
contract that, not with standiag their great want of money, the injuries of a
six years war, and their being actually Invaded, that they woult repay im-
mediately the monies lent them either in ships or otherwise.
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I is not uncommon for ancient did oppulent nations to find it necessary
to borrow money in time of war, but I beleive it very seldom happens that
they find it convenient to pay these Debts till the return of Peace if this
be the case with powerful et long established Nations, more cannot be ex-
pected from a young nation brougt forth by oppression, and rising amidst
every speci.es of violence and devastation which Fire, Sword, and malice
can furnish for their destruction: If, uttentive only to obtaining payment of
these bills, et thereby relieving my Country from the complicated evils
waich must result from their being protested, I had entered into the propo-
sed engagements for Immediate repayment by buildinig vesels etc. etc.: If I
had done (his, n,,twithstanding a full conviction that the contract so made
could not be fulfilled, my conduct however convenient in its Immediate
c,,)sequences would have been highly reprehensible. This reflection [here-
fu e will I hope convince your Excellency of the Purity of my Intentions, and
induce you to ascribe my objections to the contract to want of Ability, and
n..t to want of Inclitnation Ili the United States to perform it.

No cutnsideration will ever prevail upon me to practise deception, and
I am happy in a Persuasioi, that aitho' Trutis may sometimes not plea-

se, yet thnr wheni delivered with decency, and respect, they will never of-
fend either his Majesty or your Excellency. Beleive me Sir, The United
States will not be able to pay their debts during the war, and therefore any
plan wha(ever, calculated on a contrary position must be fruitless. I am rea-
dy ti) pledge their faith for repaying to his Majesty within a reasonable term
after the war, and with a reasonable interest any sums he may be so kind as
to lend them. \Vhut miore can I offer?. What more can they do?.

If there be mny services they can do to his Majesty consistent with their
safety, et defenice, they are ready and will be happy to render them. They res-
pect the King ind the Nation, and the very time they are requesting his aij
they are solliciting to be united to him by bonds of perpetual Aimity and
\lliance.

Against his Enemies, as well as their own They are now in armes, and the
.upplies they ask are not for the purpose of Luxury, or aggraudisement. but
for the sole and express purpose of annoying their Enemies, and enablin4
Ira'ice, Spain, et themselves to obtain a peace honorable and advantageous
to each.

Of his Mrijestys kind dispositions towards them they had received n,,t
only professions but proofs; hence They become inspired not only wih
gratitde but confidence in his Friendship.

Impelled by this confidence, and a particular concurrence of exigences
already explained to your Excellency, They drew the bills in question. The
iisue of this me'asure will be highly critical, and followed by a train of conse-
luence very important et extensive.

I he single circumstance of your Excellencys hawing permitted me to nc-
cept the first of these bills, will be consi.Iered by our Enemies as nn unfortii-
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nite omen by predicting from it further aids; Their Ideas of the resources of
pain, and the resistance of America will naturally be raised, and their

hopes of subduing the one, or reducing the power of the other will nnturally
be dininished. They will impute these ends to a plan of the louse of Bour-
bo'i wisely concerted and firmly persisted in to secure themselves and all
Europe against the ambition of Britain, by compleating the division (f th
Empire, and they will cease to flatter themselves, that America thus aided
will become destitute of resources to carry on the war.

On the other hand America will derive fresh vigor from this mark of
f'rieiidship, and their attachment to his Majesty become proportionably more
strong.

By mutual good offices, Friendship between notions, as between Indivi-
duals, is omily to be established, and it is always a happy circumnistunce, when
it subsists between those, whom Nature has placed cofitiguous to each other.
But your Excellencys time is of too great importance to be engaged by
such obvious reflections.

Permit me Sir still to indulge the pleasing expectation of being enabled
to inform Congress, that his Majestys Magnanimity and Friendship has prom-
ted hii, to inconvenient to his owi affairs, to secure the Credit of their bills,
and I an persuaded that the Benevolence of your Excellencys disposition
will be gratified in being instrumental to a measure, which would make such
ogreable impressions on the hearts and iminds of so great a number of stead-
fast friends to the Spanish Monarchy.

I have the honor to be with v:ry gre.t respect and Esteem your Excellen-
cvs must obedt. et most humble servant, John Jay.=His Excellency tile Count
de Florida Blanca.

(A. f'1. N., Est ado, leg. 3;U1)
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APPENDIX 16

Proposiclones de Juan Jay a Florldablanca para un tratado con
Lsa afa. - 2 Septiembre 1781. (Original y aut6grafo) (1)

As the Time allowed Mr. Jay fur offering such Propositions as may beco-
me the Basis of the proposed Treaty between his Catholic Majesty and the
United States of North America, is very short; he sould fear the consequen-

ces of Haste and Inaccusacy, if he was not persuaded that the Candor wan
which they will be recieved, will secure him from Inconveniences to which
those circumstances might otherwise evpose him.

Mr. Jay presumes that it is not expected that he should offer a Plan of a
Treaty drawn at Length, but only General Propositions, which may be so
modified and enlarged, as on due Consideration and Discussion, may appear
expedient. With this view he begs leave to present the following as the Ba-
,is of a Treaty of amity and alliance, vizt.:

REMARKS PROPOSITIONS

Ist.

That there shall forever subsist
an inviolable et universal Peace et
Friendship between his Cath. Majes-
(y et the United States, et the sub-
jects et citizens of both.

2.

That every Priviledge Exemption
et favor, with respect to Commerce,
Navigation et personal Rights, which
now are, or here after may be. gran-
ted by either to any the most tavored
Nation, shall be granted to the other.

3.

That they mutually extend to the
vessels, merchants and inhabitants
of each other, all that Protection,
which Is usual et proper between
frendly et allies Nations.

4.

That the vessels, merchants, or
other subjects of his Cath. Majesty
and the United States, shall not re-
sort to, or be permitted (except in
cases which Humanity allows to Dis-
tress) to enter Into any of those
Ports or Dominions of the other frown
which the most favored nations shall
be excluded.

5.

On this Proposition Mr. Jay can That the follnwing Commerce be
offer nothing but an assurance of his prohibited and declared contrahand
being ready to concur in every reaso- between the ,ubjects of his Catholic
nable Regulation that may be propo- Ma2,esty et the United States, vizt..
sed. All such as hit Catholic Majesty

may much proper to specify.
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- 6.

Fhle imipresi')Ii, 1;1'Ae up;on the The United Stateq shall relinquish
I ntited States by the iiiugnanimity of ito his Catholic Majesty, and in future

h1is MJjjesty's Conduict toward themn - forbear to use, or attempt to use the
Thle asistillce they hope to recicve navigation of the River Mijssisippi
fromn the further Extertiwns of the sa- fromn the 31 Degree of North Latitude,
Inc livignauiiinity-Tiie deep wound thlat is, from the Point where it leaves
\Vltichl anl alliance with so great a thle United States, down the Ocean.
Monarch would gives to the Hlies et

efforts of the Enieiiy-Thc strong
support it would afford to their Indle-
pendence - The favorable Influenice
which the Extiiiple of such a King
would have oil other Nations - aiid
the imalty other great et extensive
good Coiisequences which wouild re-
suilt, at this interestig Period. from
hiis Mujeusty biking so nobdle and de-
k ded a Part in their Favor-have
all cotispired in prevailing upon Con-
gress to offer to relinish in Isk fa.

'r, the future Enjoyment of this tt~rri-
rorial et national Priviledge; (I) the
lImportance of which to their Cunisti-
tuents, caii only be estimated by tile
Value they set upon hris Majesty's
Fi 'eiidslhip.

By this Proposition the United
States offer to forego all the advait-
tkiges et conveniences which natura
has given to thle Country bordering
on the uipper Pairts of that River, by
ceasing to export their own, et recic-
ving in Return the Commodities oif
other Countries by thett only Gliannel
- thereby greatly reducing the value
of that Country, retarding its Settle-
men t, e t dimtinishiing t he Benefits
which the Uited States would reap
fronm its Cultivation.

M'r. Jay thinks it his Ditty frankly
to coinfess tImt the Difficulty of re-
conciling this measuire to the Feelings
of their Constituients hins appeared to
Congress in ai seriouis Light; and they
now expect to (ho it ontly by placinl
iii t'ue opposite Scale, thle Geat lit
due his Cathiulic Majesty, anid the
greuut auld vairious advauutages which
the Uiui ed Stuti~s will derive from
the ackiiowlel'ciueiit in] g-iici 1)11
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upotof their hidepeldlcCe 11Y tile

4pzlIiisll Monarchyv. at ;a Thlt. ""hell

iics of it tistressi1t, i with a po-

ion r ci:d e s thc Liiillshi andh

Avowuld P'rotection of his Cath. Mal-
esty, int a ver ' particular %Ia;:!er

mteresting to themil.

Thc offer of t hi ; Pro posit ion tie-
efore, belig tilttateul by t hose Ex-
eCtat ionls, anld this Conmbiunliofl of

:,rcunnstances m:us t necessarily be

dini ted by UDuration of them; et con-

secqaently thit if the acceptance of it

shIOuld, to,1itlier with the proposed

alliance be postponeJl to n general
"eace, the,- United Stutes will cetise

10 (onulir themselves boun d by

iiy Propositions or offers which I
nlay no0w make in their Behail.

Nor cAn Mr. Joy omilt inewninLt

thle 1,pes et Expectatiotis of Con-
gress that his M'jjesty's Genierosity

et Greatiess of Mind, will prompt
hiin to alleviate as Mitch as possible
the Disadvuintages to which this Pro-
Position subjects the United Stntes.
by either granting them a free port
tinder certain Restrictions, in the vi-
cinity. or by such other marks of his
Liberality et Justice, as may give
him additional claims to the affection
et attachment of thle United States.

7.

That his Catholic Majesty shall
gunrninted to the United States all
their respective Territories,

8.

That the United States guarantee
to his Catholic Majesty all his Domi-
nions in North America.

Lnstly

Nothing on Mr. Jay Part shall be As the aforegoing Propositions
ovanting to expedite the happy Con- appear to Mr. Jay the most essential,
cluqion of this Business by adhierinlg he omits proposing those lesser et
constontly to the Dictates of Candor subordinaite ones, whichi seem to fo-
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Frankness ct unsuspecting Confi- low of Course; he therefore conclu-

dence. - des this Subject with a General offer
-lie is ready to recieve the Trea- and Proposition to male and admit

ty between tie United States et his nil such articles as in the Course of
Christian Mailcsty as a model for this negotiation shall appear condu-
this, or with such alterations as foun- cive to the great objects of the pro-
ded on Pinciples of Reciprocity, posed Treaty.
may be more agreable to his Catholic
Majesty-it being his earnest Desire
to arrive at the important objects of
iis mis,;ion in aniy way Ihat his Ma-
,esty may be pleased to prefer.

The subject of aids either by Subsidy or Loan, as may be most convenient

to his Majesty, will require a particular Convention; but as the Manner Ex-
tent and re ins, dcpend on his Majesty Pleasure, it is impossible for Mr. Jay

withoiit some knowledge of it, to offer Propositions adapted thereto. All

that he can at present say on that subject, is that Congress are ready to do

every tliumg in their Power. He will not however endeavours to conceal their

Incapacity to do much in the way of Compensation, while the Enemy conti-

nue to make thv United States the Theatre of a desolating war, and the

object of their predatory operations. But when those obstacles shall cease,
it will be in their Power, as well as their Inclination, to make Retribution of
render important Services to his Majesty. Mr. Jay will therefore continue

to decline attempting, to induce his Majesty to make any Measures, howe-

ver favorable to his Country, by delusive Promises or rash Engagements.

but on the other Hand is ready' to inter iinto suich ,eaisonable ones as he may

have good Reason to say shall be faithfully and punctually performed.

A particular Treaty regulating the Condut to be observed hy his Cath.

Majesty et the United States, towards each other. during the war nlso ap-
pears to Mr. Jay important to both. But as the proper Plan et and articles

of such Treaty can only result from a free Conference et Comruiiicatiout oil

the subject, he can upon this Occasion, ouly express his Readiness to concur

in every Provision which may be calculated to give Energy et success to

the operations et objects of both.=John Jay.=St. lidefoiiso 2'2d. Septr. 1781.
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APPENDIX 17

Despacho reservado de Aranda a Grimaldi. - 7 de Junlo de 1776.
(Reservado n.1 1. Minuta autdgrafa).

Excmo. Sr.:
Muy Sr. info: Escribo a V. E. este despaclio reservado y de mi puflo,

porqule el seflor conde de Vergennes me en~areci6 que en derechura lo prac-
ticase con V. E.. a fin de que ni aqltf ni a( huviese mis personas enteradas
que los dos, pars que llegue a noticia del Rey su contenido y se mantenga el
secreto que conviene.

Este es, que haviendo considerado ser ya tieinpo de facilitar a los Insur-
gentes de Amdrica aquellos atiyilios que se pudiesen prestar sin descubrir la
mano ni los conductos; avfa obtenido de este Soberano un mill6n de libras
tornesas, de las quales remitfa Ia mitad en moneda efectiva, porque necesita-
ban de especie fisica en el Canadd, donde no corrian los billetes como en
las demis Colonias. Que pars esto compraban en Inglaterra monedas de oro
de Portugal, que eran las mds estimadas en aquellos parages: y se embiaban
a] Cap de Is isie de Santo Domingo, donde persona de toda conflsnza ofre-
cerii dicha centidad a las Colonias como propia de una compafla y como
pr~stamoi pagadero en gdneros del pals a preclos corrientes, quando estu-
viesen las Colonies en el caso de abrir su comercio: y que en Ia misma forma
y en diversos efectos tiies, a soetener ]a guerra se invertirla y se harls Pa-
sir el otro, medio rnitl6n. Que sin esto se bais Ia vista gorda a muchos otros
envios de armas y municiones que algunos emisarios de las Colonias acopis-
ban y aun negociontes franceses, que desde las Islas proporcionaban su in-
troducci6n, bien fuese por si mnismos, o bien yendo a buscarles los propiosl
Americanos.

Que ditiniamente se les havfa facilitado Ia compra de 15.000 fusiles, de-
sentendi~ndose que el asentista del orarnento los vendiese a ettos en luger
de entregarlos porn el servtcio de S. M.

Que sabla que en Liege y otras partes se trabajaba para los Americanos
)tests artitleria de hierro de campula; y que estando ya empeftados con tes6n,
era menester contribuir para que reciprocamente se debilitasen; los Ingleses.
pars quedar destriiidos; y los cotonos, pars ponertos a Ia raz6n en los prin-
cipios dc sit independencio.

He ofrecido at Sr. Conde de Vergennes que de nil no saidria Ia menor es-
pecie de esta su confianza y pedirfa a V. E. que, comunicads at Ret, ia re-
servase a si tambien, havidudonme prevenido que a ese Embajador nada comu,
nicarla sobre este particutar, respecto que por im ltlegaba el secreto a noticid
del Rei y de V. E.

Dios gunrdc a V. E. muchos n~os-Pnnls 7 de Junio 1770.=ExcelentsmO
Sr. Marqttes de Grimaoldi.

(A. I I. N ., l'atodo. leg. 40-2)

66



APPENDIX 18

L)espacho autogruto die Urlansliti a Aranda. - 'L7 junio 1T70
(Reservado n.0 3.) (1)

Exni.0 Sr: He dado clients al Rey del despacho reservado de V. E. de 7 de
junio, en que V. E. participe lo que le confi6 con el mayor y necesario secreto

el Sr. Conde de Vergennes, relativarnente a los socorros que essa Corte se
propone siibministrar a los Insurgentes de las Colonias Inglesas y squellos que
por diferentes medios les facilii can disimula; levando en esto esse sabio
Ministerio el fin politico de contribuir, pars que reciprocamente se debiliten.
los, Ingleses pare quedar destruidas, y los Colorios pars ponerlos a Is razii
en los principios de su independencia.

S. M. Iha aplaudido estas niedidas de essa Corte, y Ins halls muy conve-
iiientes, pare las iniras que siempre deven tener is Espaila y la Francis. y
respccto de ser comutn a ]as dos Monarqufas el inter~s, entiende el Rey ser
justa sea comtin tainbih~ el paso, qite shora se Ileve pars mantener a los In-
surgentes en su estado de resistencia; con este fin me manda el Rey remitlr
a V. E. el anejo cr~dito de un mill6n de livras Tornesas pars que se pueda
ernpiear al inismo objeto; No teneinos nosotros los medios de executarlo di-
rectamrente, y con el necesario dissimulo y secreto; pero V. E-. se canzcrtard
con el Sr. Conde de Vergeties pars los socorros a que convenga emplear
esta sunma y pars el niodo de hacerlos Ilegar a sit destino, ia sea siguiendo el
camino is abierto por Ia Francis, o discuirriendo otro md1s breve, segi'n V. E.
y el Sr. Conide de Vergenes crean canvenir.

Pars no dar lugar a discursos o sospechas, hie stiptesto al Mlinisterio de
H-acienda ser estu sums destitiada a una compra pie de orden del Rey se en-
carga a V. E , y pongo esta carts de mi letra pare que no trascienda a nadie
este secreto'.

Dios guarde a V. E. ins. ss.=Madrid 27 de Junio de 1776.=EI Marquds
de Grimaldi. =Exn.* Sr. Conde de Arands.

(A. H. N., Estmdo, leg. 4012)
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APPENDIX 19

Despacho de Aranda a Grimaldi. 7 Septlembre 1776. (Reservado
n.0 8. Minuta aat6grafa)

Excmo. Sr.
Muy Sr. niio: De los dos millones de libras tornesas destinades por ambas

Cortes pare auxilios de )as Colonies Ingleses de Amdrica, se les embfAn ac-
t ualImen te:

216 caflones de bronce.
209 curefins.

27 morteros.
29) ajustes.

12.826 boinbas.
51.134 Waas.

300 millares de P61vora.
30.000 fusilcs con sus bayonetas.

'1.00X) Tieridas.
30.000 Vestidos completos.
Pasar' tainbien dos oficialcs de nidrito y graduados pare servir ld COMO

Generales, el uno de artillerfa, que se llama Mr. de Coudral; el otro de In-
fanteria que es Brigadier, y Americano de iiacimicnto, Mr. Hlopkins, parietite
del que ahora hace de Amirante de Ins Colonias.

Van 38 oficiales de todos los grados pare former en Ilegando dos regil
inientos de artillerla.

Muchos Ingeiiieros.
Muchos obreros.
Plomo para balas de fusil.
El emtbarco de todo esto sc hace en diferentes puertos y bestimentos lige-

ros, dividiiirdulu csspressammmte por si alguno se perdiesse, o cayesse en me-
nos de los Ingleses; y todo se practicn como si fuesse a cuenta de ins Colonias,
y remitido por sits emisarios o correspiondientes. Toman todos estos bastimefl
tos In rita de las Islas Bernindas, porque, sobre ser la mis despejade de In-
gleses, han descubierto con esta ocasidn qtie tembidn es la mis corta.

Los habitamites de diclials Islas son libres haste ahora, y tin con junto de
antigiios Filibustiers, que ye qimerls In Imglaterre apropiarse. Los ColotloS
Americanos frecuctitan con el motivo actual aquellas Islas, y tienen bien dis-
ptiestos sits pobladores a rnirse a Ins Colonies, qutendo estdii indepcndientes.

La pcrsoue quic supone ser aquf cabeza de In Compefilea Corresponsal qUC
se ha encargado de adelantar estos awfiliois a las Colonias, les escribe tam'
bidn politiqueando, y entrando en el plan de sus operaciones, apoyads del
representante que tienen aqul, Mr. de Dienne: pero no dude V. E.1 que C1
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bjfjo la aprobaci6n del Sr. Conde de Vergennes, y pasado por su vista. Inclu-
yo a V. E." copia de la tiltima carts que ha purtido pars las Colonias en el
Mes de Agosto, llevtindols bien estudlada el patr6n am-ericano del bastimen-
1o, que estd en Ia confianza del Congresso, pare hechar al ague el pilego que

yva bien dispuesto de peso a fin de colarlo a fondo, en caso de hallarse sin
recurso de salvarse de los Ingleses; y par si las personas pudiesen evadlrse,
baga el patr6n ent voz el relata de su contenido.

Puede V. E.' cotejar essa carto con Ia memoria que le embia en otro de
Mis oficios de esta expedicifn, y me entreg6 el Sr. Conde de Vergennes mis-
11o: previniiiidonme, que respecto no enteraba de ella a esse Embajador, lo
advirtiese a V. E.0, para reserve de sus explicaciones con 61, pues el Rey
cristionfsillo le avfs dicho bastaba que por ml nisno Ilegasse a instruirse ell
rey sni tfo del niodo coil que en el dfa pensaba ests Corte.

Dios gue. a V. E.' etc. Paris 7 Setiembre de 1776

(P. S.) Ayer en Versailles me dijo el Sr. de Vergennes que me hansa co-
riocer a Hopkins, y oy, escrita dsta, ha venido con un papel de dicho Minis-
tro. cuya copia incluyo a V. E.I. Me ha dicho ser el que yo sabfs, y crehia
partir Prn el mes entrante.

Entre las dii erentes especies generales que hemos hablado, me ha pregun-
tado Si Ia Espaila permitinfa que las sniericanas entrasen en Bus puertos, sy
de Europa como de Am~rica, con press Inglesas y Poruguesas; le he res-
r~ondido que yo no podia contestarie sabre este particular ni una ni otro, sinicerlo a ciegas. Me volvi6 a instar que le dijesse mi'parecer a lo menos,
pies le urgfa por la correspondencia que tenia con las Colonies; y le he
dicho, que essa misma pregunts Ia hilciesse a esa Carte, pues Is mis, con Is
-;ni6n en que se halls con ell&, era regular conformase con sus resoluclones;
y quanda este Ministeria se explicase conmigo, Io haris yo can el Rey
Cat~ico.

(A. HI. N., Estedo, leg. 4072)
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APPENDIX 20

Despacho de Grimaldi a Aranda.-8 Octubre 1776. (Reservado
n.0 10. Original aut6grafo)

Excrno. Sr.
En carte de 7' del pasado informa, V. E. del destino que se iva dando a Ios,

,dos millories de libras tornesas, eplicadas al socorro de fas Colonies Inglesas.
F-9 cierto quie shorn, inAs que nunca nos imports, alirnentar aquella Uuerra

y Inciter a aquellos Colonos a que extiendan su corso y presas sobre las ein-
barcaciones Portuguesas; en quanto a Ia adniisi6ri en nuestros puertos, lie
munifestado ya a V. E. lo que pensava el Rey; Pero si hiciesen prcsas por-
tuguesas en Ia Amdrica meridional, en donde tenemios noticiss que iiavegan
los Colonos para Is Pesca, ningtin reparo havria en admitirlos alli, para que
vendiesen y se desiciesen de sus Presas, si jes aconiodase, atendienido CL
nuestra situaci6n actual con Portugal.

Dios gue. a V. E. ins. as. como deseo.=S. Ildefonso y 8 Octubre 1776..
=El Marquds de Grimaldi. =Excmo. Sr. Conde de Aranda.

(A. H1. N., Estado, leg. 4072)

70



APPENDIX 21

Relacldn de Jos auxilios prestados, en Europa ia los EE. UU.
26 Octubre 1794. (1)

ARO DFE 1776

Socorros dados a los Estadoi Unidds de America por medtb del senor
Conde de Aranda, Embaxador en Paris de aquel Ilempo.

Carpeta n.* 2. En 27 de Junio le remil6 el Sr. Marques de Grimaldi con
dlcho objeto un mill6n de libras tornesas.

Id. n.* 3. En 12 de Julio avisd gia recibo.

Id n.0 7. Y en 7 de Septiembre el destino que se las iba dando con
acuerdt) del Ministerio Franc~s.

ARO DE 1777

Id. por medto del sefior Dn. Diego de Gardo qui

Cirpeta n.1 1.0 En 18 de Marzo di6 dste cuenta deqtie a consequencia
delo quee le tenia prevenido, habia empezado a hacer lns reitiesas en d
neros pars las Colonias por el Navio Fabby, su Capit~n Juan Hoadgec, el
qual habia cargado solo el valor de 3.000 pesos.

Id. n.* 6. Fn 21 de Abril se le previno par Dn. B3ernnrdo del Cnmpo quedirigiese al Diptitado del Congreso residente en Paris, Arthur Lee, 50.000
pesos en Letras.

Id. n.* 8. En 24 se d16 ctienta de que aquella rnisma noche le remitfa
hasta Ift cantidlad de 81.000 libras tortiesas.

Id. it. 9). Y' en 27 del inisino ROOs que aquel niisino din le etivian ini-
hidi Wit-nI ligstn lit ciinlidInd de 106.500 libras, qtie juntas Coll itqtellnq nq-
cicndenl a 187.500.

Id. n.* 15. En 10 y 12 de Mayo avis6 Lee su recibo desde Paris, cuya
nnrciai Mi Gardoqui en 28 de Octubre..Id. it.* 12. En 8 de Mayo remiti6 Gardoqui In raz6n de todo lo que se
113bia cnibarcaido pars las Coloiias en 6 Naivios, incluso el Fabby, que queda
citudo. v el importe de todo ascendid a 916.906 realcs 16 marae'edis.
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AN O DE 78

Carpeta n.' 1. Esti en el mes dle Abril. En 3 de Mayo previiio Campo a
Gardoqul qtie remitiese nuevameiite al rnisrno Lee 50.000 pesos en fet ras a
Parks y valor de otros 50.000 en efectus a las Colonias.

Id. n." 3. Eti I I del inismo di6 cuenta de haber librado en letras 22.500
librus foruesaq.

I d. n "5. Y eni 18 de jutido qUelas3 labiu repetido casi hastu Ia cautidad
de l'os 50 000 pesos.

Id. n (36. Eti 2' avis6 haberle acusado Lee el recilbo detas Ictrns quacle
envi6 priniero~ de 22.500 libras tornesas.

Id. n.' 14. Y en I I de Agosto retiiti6 carta Arthur Lee, fecha en Piris n
.10 dle Julio, en que actisria tambidn el recibo delas que le cnvl6 posteriores
hasta compic tar los 50 000 pesos.

Id. n.* 7. En 25 de junio remiti6 Gardoqui a Campo ]a lista de todus las
letriv; qwL habia librado a Lee, segdn In ordcn que tenia.

Id. 11.0 20. Fn 3 de Octubre Mi cuenta el misi-no Gnrdoqui de haberse
cornpmdo vi efectos lhasta el valor delos 50.000 pesos, y que se Ivan em-
barcuiido Piro Iag Colonias.

Wd. n.0 23. Y en 6 de Noviemhrc de que el Aniericano Lee le habia en.
cargodo particularmente 30.000 Mtantas.

AtNO DE 79

Carpeta n.* 1. En 2'2 y 25 de Encro di6 cuenta Gardoqui deque el Dip
tado Lce prctcnidiu quelas 30.000 Mantas las pagnse In Corte de Espanfla.

Id. Y en 1.0 de Febrero Ic! context6 Campo diciendo que procuruse ver.

si le pagaban los Estados su importe. y que, quando no lo lograse, no sufriria

perjulcio alguno.
Esto Cs todo lo que restilta en punto a deudas de los Estados Unidos, sin

quec culiste uqul el resultiado de cqtc Paigo de 30.000 Mnntas; pecro segi n

Ijago memoria, dstas las satisfncicton a su tietlipo.
Sn. Ildefonso 261 de Octubre de 1794.

Para major seguridlad se ha preguntsdo a Dn. Joseph de Gardoqui y

laitos de Bilbao, que fueron los remitentes de todos los efectos, si las 30.001)

Mantas se satisfacicron por los Estados Unldos.=Gardoqui. (Esta Witima

avota es aut6grafa de D. de Gardloqui).

(A. HI. N., Estadlo, leg. 308~bim~

72



Relacldn de los socorros surninistrados a los Esfados Unidos
en Nueva Orleans y en la Hiabana

t'in de los prcfstaros u socorros en dinero que ent la Nueva Orleans
q en lai Ito vanca se Iran dado a los Colonos Americanos por dispcosidclii
die sus respecir~os Gobern-adores, deducida de la correspondencia de
.sl'os desde fin, de Diciembre 1776 itasta .,fwio de 1779.

DE L.\ NUEVA ORLEANS

iii9 de N~iyu 1778 a D. Oli' erij Pollock, (91pe~sos tui'tes.

En 25 al misgil 17.72k).
C7n 5 gst 2 S--iiembrc l5.fh4C, al mismo.

En carta de Mayo de 1778 did cuenta el Qobernador de la Lullna de
haber subido loe gdneroa rernitidog por loo Eupafioles a Joe Americanos a
26.900 pesos fuertes; loe auxilfas eran armse, ropas, Qulna. (1)

DE LA HABANA

Se did orden, 27 Marzo 78, que se preutmuen haste 50.000 pesos: sdlo se
dieron 14.424 4 D. Alexandro G1ll6n, Jefe de' Eucuadra de la Carolina del
Sur.

Se giraron letras a Miralles por esa cantidad que 4l debI6 cobrar.
13 Septiembre 1780.=Gdlvez.

(Aunque esas relacidn tiene tech. 13 de Septiembre de 1780, Is inserts-
moo aqui por su intimo enlace con el anterior documento).

(A. H. N., Esta do, leg. 38M4;
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APPENDIX 22

E S P A N A

1976. S. 473.-Constitucl6fl de los Estados Urndos
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